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NECESSITY  OF 
REPENTANCE 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


There  are  many  people  in  the  world  who  doubt 
that  the  ordinance  of  baptism  is  essential  to  salva- 
tion; but  it  is  inconceivable  to  think  that  anyone  can 
even  question  the  essentiality  of  repentance.  Every 
principle  of  the  Gospel  when  studied  carefully  reveals 
a  harmony  with  truth  that  is  simply  sublime.  Each 
seems  to  be  all-comprehensive,  either  leading  into  or 
embracing  other  principles.  Thus  faith  in  a  Perfect 
Being,  inspiring  one  to  live  righteously,  seems  to  in- 
clude repentance.  So,  forgiveness  may  encompass 
charity,  love,  forbearance,  etc. 

This  harmony,  or  rather  this  oneness  of  all  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Gospel,  is  indicative  of  their 
being  elements  of  eternal  truth.  Truth,  being  "the 
sum  of  existence,"  is  all-comprehensive!  Faith,  re- 
pentance, charity,  forgiveness,  and  every  other  ele- 
ment of  truth  will  of  necessity  show  a  close  relation- 
ship not  only  to  each  other,  but  also  to  the  whole 
of  which  they  are  a  part. 

It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  designate  any  one 
principle  as  being  the  most  important.  One  student 
may  name  this,  and  another  name  that  as  being 
chief,  the  choice  of  each  being  determined  by  the 
amount  of  study  and  attention  given  to  the  favorite 
principle.    When  comparing  eternal  principles,  it  is 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  August  25,  "A  Leader  Repents";  for 
Course  27,  lesson  of  August  25,  "Improved  Living  and  Repentance"; 
and  of  general  interest.) 


more  nearly  correct  to  say  that  each  is  equal  to  any 
other. 

This  thought,  however,  does  not  lessen  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  great  Thomas  Carlyle's  forceful  re- 
mark about  repentance.  "Of  all  acts  of  man,"  he 
says,  "repentance  is  the  most  divine.  The  deadliest 
sin,  I  say,  were  that  same  supercilious  consciousness 
of  no  sin;  that  is  death;  the  heart  so  conscious  is 
divorced  from  sincerity,  humility  and,  in  fact,  is 
dead."  Plainly,  the  penetrating  mind  of  the  Scottish 
philosopher  glimpsed  the  eternal  nature  of  this  divine 
principle. 

Know  What  Faults  You  Have 

What  progress  can  there  be  for  a  man  uncon- 
scious of  his  faults?  Such  a  man  has  lost  the  funda- 
mental element  of  growth,  which  is  the  realization 
that  there  is  something  bigger,  better,  and  more 
desirable  than  the  condition  in  which  he  now  finds 
himself.  In  the  soil  of  self-satisfaction,  true  growth 
has  poor  nourishment.  Its  roots  find  greater  succor 
in  discontent. 

Our  pleasures  and  our  discontents 
Are  rounds  by  which  we  may  ascend. 

Heaven  pity  the  man  who  is  unconscious  of  a 
fault!  Pity  him  also  who  is  ignorant  of  his  ignor- 
ance! Neither  is  on  the  road  to  salvation.  "The 
greatest  of  faults  is  to  be  conscious  of  none." 
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The  first  step  to  knowledge  is  a  realization  of  the 
lack  of  it;  and  the  first  step  toward  spiritual  growth 
is  the  belief  in  a  higher  and  better  life,  or  conversely, 
a  realization  of  the  meanness  of  one's  present  state. 
Repentance  is  the  turning  away  from  that  which  is 
low  and  the  striving  for  that  which  is  higher.  As  a 
principle  of  salvation,  it  involves  not  only  a  desire 
for  that  which  is  better,  but  also  a  sorrow — not  mere- 
ly remorse — but  true  sorrow  for  having  become  con- 
taminated in  any  degree  with  things  sinful,  vile,  or 
contemptible. 

Change  in  Conduct 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  people  to  have  remorse 
for  mistakes  made,  for  follies  and  sins  committed,  but 
to  have  no  turning  away  from  such  frailties  and  evils. 
They  may  even  feel  penitent;  but  "penitence,"  we 
are  told,  "is  transient,  and  may  involve  no  change  of 
character  or  conduct."  Repentance,  on  the  other 
hand,  "is  sorrow  for  sin  with  self-condemnation,  and 
complete  turning  away  from  the  sin"  It  is,  there- 
fore, more  than  mere  remorse;  "it  comprehends  a 
change  of  nature  befitting  heaven." 

Every  principle  and  ordinance  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  significant  and  important  in  con- 
tributing to  the  progress,  happiness,  and  eternal  life 
of  man;  but  there  is  none  more  essential  to  the  salva- 
tion of  the  human  family  than  the  divine  and  eter- 
nally operative  principle,  repentance.  Without  it,  no 
one  can  be  saved.    Without  it,  no  one  can  even  prog- 


ress.    Its    sublimity    and    essentiality    stirred   the 
Prophet  Alma's  soul  when  he  exclaimed: 

O  that  I  were  an  angel,  and  could  have  the  wish 
of  mine  heart,  that  I  might  go  forth  and  speak  with 
the  trump  of  God,  with  a  voice  to  shake  the  earth, 
and  cry  repentance  unto  every  people! 

Yea,  I  would  declare  unto  every  soul,  as  with  the 
voice  of  thunder,  repentance  and  the  plan  of  redemp- 
tion, that  they  should  repent  and  come  unto  our 
God,  that  there  might  not  be  more  sorrow  upon  all 
the  face  of  the  earth.  (Alma  29:1,  2.) 

Avoid  Ignorance  and  Sin 

Ignorance  and  sin  are  man's  worst  enemies.  They 
are  barriers  to  salvation.  Only  through  repentance 
and  obedience  to  the  Gospel  can  these  be  eradicated. 
In  the  repentant  man's  soul,  these  evils  are  supplant- 
ed by  light  and  knowledge.  From  him  who  will  not 
repent  "...  shall  be  taken  even  the  light  which  he 
has  received;  for  my  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive 
with  man,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  1:33.) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  elders  of  the  Church,  first, 
to  apply  to  their  own  lives  this  eternal  principle; 
and,  secondly,  to  "go  forth  and  speak  with  the 
[power]  of  God  .  .  .  and  cry  repentance  unto  every 
people."  (See  Alma  29:1.) 

For  all  men  must  repent  and  be  baptized,  and  not 
only  men,  but  women,  and  children  who  have  arrived 
at  the  years  of  accountability.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 18:42.) 

Library  File  Reference:  Repentance. 
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THE  assignment  to  the  Sunday  School  by  the 
First  Presidency  is  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  the 
membership  of  the  Church.  Genealogy  is  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  Gospel. 

Just  how  important  it  is  may  be  found  in  a 
statement  by  President  Brigham  Young: 

"We  have  a  work  to  do  just  as  important  in  its 
sphere  as  the  Saviour's  work  was  in  its  sphere.  Our 
fathers  cannot  be  made  perfect  without  us;  we  can- 
not be  made  perfect  without  them.  They  have  done 
their  work  and  now  sleep.  We  are  now  called  upon 
to  do  ours,  which  is  the  greatest  work  man  ever  per- 
formed on  the  earth.  Millions  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures who  have  lived  upon  the  earth  and  died  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  must  be  officiated  for 
in  order  that  they  may  inherit  eternal  life.  .  .  .  We 
are  called  upon  to  enter  into  this  work." 

The  Church  did  not  have  any  temples  when  this 
sermon  was  given.  The  St.  George  Temple,  the 
Manti  Temple,  the  Logan  Temple,  and  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple  (which  was  dedicated  in  1893)  were 
built  prior  to  1894. 

Since  1894  the  Idaho  Falls  Temple,  the  Alberta 
Temple,  the  Hawaiian  Temple,  the  Los  Angeles 
Temple,  the  New  Zealand  Temple,  the  Swiss  Temple, 
and  the  London  Temple  have  been  built.  Another 
temple  at  Oakland,  California  is  being  built.  Presi- 
dent David  0.  McKay  has  been  responsible  for  the 
last  five  of  these  temples,  including  the  Oakland 
Temple.  He  realizes  as  did  President  Young  the 
extreme  importance  of  temple  work. 


The  Genealogy 
Course  in 
Sunday  School 


by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 

In  1940,1  the  First  Presidency  effected  a  con- 
solidation of  Sunday  School  and  genealogical  work; 
and  A.  William  Lund,  Joseph  Christenson,  Archi- 
bald F.  Bennett,  and  Junius  R.  Tribe  were  named  as 
a  committee  to  work  out  weekly  lessons  for  a  gen- 
ealogical course  in  the  Sunday  School,  which  began 
Churchwide  in  January  of  1941.  Since  that  time 
a  genealogical  course  for  adults  has  been  offered  each 
year.  In  addition,  lessons  on  genealogical  work  have 
been  added  to  various  course  manuals. 

To  find  out  how  the  work  in  genealogy  was  pro- 
gressing, the  monthly  reports  for  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, 1963,  have  been  analyzed. 

A  total  of  351  stakes  were  surveyed  and  the 
name  of  each  stake,  number  of  its  wards  and 
branches,  number  of  wards  and  branches  giving 
Course  21,  and  numbers  enrolled  in  Course  21  are 
shown. 

Space  will  not  permit  giving  all  the  data  for  each 
stake.    In  summary  it  is  as  follows: 

Number  of  stakes  totaled  351,  and  wards  and 
branches  3,466.  Of  these  totals  some  2,088  wards 
and  branches  offered  Course  21,  with  some  70,443 
people  enrolled.  Only  five  of  the  351  stakes  (with 
9,  6,  5,  7,  and  7,  wards  and  branches)  did  not  offer 
Course  21  in  any  of  their  wards. 

The  following  enrollments  over  500  were  given 
Seattle  Stake,  667;  Riverdale,  608;  Sugarhouse,  606 
Star  Valley,  599;  Riverside,  577;  North  Davis,  573 
Salt  Lake,  547;  Temple  View,  537;  Pioneer,  518;  and 
Mesa,  505. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  numbers  enrolled 
in  the  student  stakes  which  offer  Course  21:  Brig- 
ham  Young  University  I,  535;  BYU  II,  454;  BYU 
III,  509;  Utah  State  University,  230;  and  University 
Stake,  136. 

We  are  very  much  gratified  by  these  statistics. 
If  now  each  of  the  70,443  people  were  to  get  an 
average  of  15  names  ready  for  temple  work,  that 
would  make  1,056,645  names  for  temple  work  in 
1963.  Let  us  all  strive  to  get  15  or  more  names 
ready. 


(Of  special  interest  to  teachers  and  students  of  Course  21  and 
for  all  others  interested  in  genealogical  courses.) 


iSee  The  Instructor   (August,  1930),  page  333. 
Library  File  Reference:  Temple  Work. 
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What  about 

Electronics  in 

Genealogy? 


by  C.  Derek  Harland* 

The  past  few  years  have  seen  a  remarkable  in- 
crease in  genealogical  interest  throughout  the 
Church.  The  Spirit  of  Elijah  is  impelling  persons 
to  search  after  their  kindred  dead.  Stake  and  ward 
genealogical  committees  are  motivating  more  and 
more  people  to  activity  in  this  important  work.  The 
emphasis  which  has  been  given  in  recent  stake  con- 
ferences also  has  been  responsible  for  this  upsurge  in 
genealogical  interest. 

It  is  essential  for  those  who  are  engaged  in  gen- 
ealogical research  to  be  aware  of  the  importance  of 
quality.  With  more  and  more  people  actively  en- 
gaged in  research,  more  and  more  family  group 
records  are  being  submitted  to  the  Genealogical 
Society  for  processing  and  temple  work.  A  great 
deal  of  time  is  spent  by  those  at  the  Genealogical 
Society  to  examine  the  submitted  family  group  rec- 
ords and  correct  mistakes  that  could  have  been  pre- 


(For  Course  21,  lesson  of  October  6,  "The  Electronic  Computer"; 
for  Course  13,  lesson  of  September  15,  "Genealogy";  and  for  all  those 
interested  in  the  progress  of  genealogical  work.) 

•Brother  Harland  is  head  of  the  Publications  Department  of  the 
Genealogical  Society. 


vented   if  greater   care   had  been  taken  in   their 
compilation. 

A  large  number  of  submitted  family  group  rec- 
ords fail  to  meet  the  required  standards  of  complete- 
ness and  correctness.  Many  of  the  submitted 
records  are  compiled  from  inadequate  record  sources 
and,  consequently,  are  later  proved  to  be  incomplete 
and  incorrect.  In  a  recent  sample  taken  from  the 
group  sheets  in  the  Church  Records  Archives,  it  was 
found  that  almost  half  of  them  were  compiled  from 
a  single  christening  or  even  a  single  marriage  entry. 
This  condition  has  resulted  in  an  overwhelming  num- 
ber of  requests  for  adjustments  to  be  made  on  such 
group  records.  The  number  of  such  requests  has 
increased  to  the  point  where  the  Genealogical  So- 
ciety is  unable  to  handle  the  necessary  adjustments. 

The  long-range  computer  program  of  the  Gen- 
ealogical Society  is  aimed  at  making  Genealogical 
Library  records  more  easily  accessible  so  that  patrons 
will  be  able  to  add  to  the  completeness  of  their  gen- 
ealogical sheets. 

Under  a  program  of  "Records  Tabulation,"  work- 
ers at  the  Genealogical  Society  and  genealogical 
missionaries  are  working  together  to  extract  christen- 
ing, marriage,  and  burial  entries  from  those  English 
parish  registers  which  are  in  the  library  of  the  So- 
ciety in  either  printed  or  microfilmed  form.  In  order 
to  ensure  correctness,  two  different  workers  copy 
the  same  entry.  This  information  is  then  reduced 
to  electronic  language  and  processed  into  the  com- 
puter, which  reveals  any  discrepancies  between  the 
work  of  the  two  individuals.  A  recheck  can  then 
be  made. 

These  workers  are  becoming  expert  in  reading 


Genealogical  missionaries  and  employes 
copy  from  records  or  films  information 
on  christenings,  marriages,  and  burials. 


In  the  form  of  punched  paper  tape,  in- 
formation is  fed  machine  which  trans- 
lates data  onto  reels  of  magnetic  tape. 


Magnetic  tape  reels  are  placed  on 
shelves  near  computer.  At  the  present 
time   there  are  1200   reels  in  storage. 
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and  evaluating  the  old  English  script  through  their 
constant  exposure  to  it  and  the  "dual  take-off"  al- 
most eliminates  the  possibility  of  errors  in  trans- 
cription. 

A  special  deck  of  computer  cards  showing  the 
names  of  the  parishes,  the  types  of  records,  and  the 
years  covered  will  be  sent  to  LDS  libraries  through- 
out the  Church  so  that  the  patrons  of  these  libraries 
can  be  kept  informed  of  what  has  been  accomplished. 

A  notation  appears  on  the  catalog  cards  in  the 
library  of  the  Genealogical  Society  in  Salt  Lake  City 
indicating  that  that  particular  parish  has  been  in- 
cluded in  this  program.  A  notice  on  each  of  these 
computer  cards  will  read,  "All  the  names  appearing 
on  this  record  have  been  extracted  and  are  included 
in  the  Computer  Program.  Patrons,  therefore,  are 
requested  not  to  submit  sheets  tabulated  from  this 
record  to  the  Genealogical  Society  unless  a  proved 
relationship  is  shown." 

From  time  to  time  additional  cards  will  be  sent 
to  the  libraries  so  that  the  lists  can  be  kept  current. 

As  part  of  this  long-range  program,  the  informa- 
tion extracted  as  a  result  of  this  program  eventually 
will  be  made  available  to  the  public  in  a  form  easy 
to  read  and  interpret. 

But  encouraging  as  all  this  may  sound,  and  de- 
spite the  aid  that  will  be  given  to  the  work  as  the 
Society's  program  becomes  more  completely  asso- 
ciated with  the  Computer  System  and  more  phases 
of  the  work  can  be  turned  over  to  the  machine,  there 
are  still  many  problems  and  limitations  involved. 
Following  are  the  three  chief  limitations  of  the  cur- 
rent program  of  Records  Tabulation: 


In  the  first  place,  exaltation  is  a  family  matter. 
This  program  of  Records  Tabulations  deals  with 
individuals  only.  Sealings  cannot  be  performed  until 
the  individuals  have  been  gathered  into  family  groups 
and  relationship  has  been  established.  The  present 
program  does  not  make  any  effort  to  place  these 
names  on  family  group  sheets  nor  to  prove  any  re- 
lationship. This  is  still  the  responsibility  of  family 
research. 

Secondly,  a  great  deal  of  additional  research  in 
adjoining  parishes  (which  may  not  be  covered  by  the 
Records  Tabulation  program),  as  well  as  in  census 
records,  civil  records,  etc.,  will  also  be  necessary  if 
complete  and  correct  family  group  records  are  to 
be  prepared.  It  is  emphasized  that  the  Records  Tab- 
ulation program  is  not  the  great  solution  waiting  to 
provide  all  the  answers  to  our  research  problems. 

Thirdly,  and  perhaps  most  significant,  out  of  the 
more  than  11,000  parishes  in  England  for  which  rec- 
ords are  available,  only  ten  per  cent  of  these  are  in 
the  library  of  the  Genealogical  Society;  and  so  only 
those  parishes  can  be  covered  by  this  project. 

The  great  value  of  the  Records  Tabulation  pro- 
gram is  that  eventually  it  will  make  more  readily 
available  some  of  the  records  that  are  on  micro- 
film and  in  printed  form  in  our  library. 

The  responsibility  which  we  have  to  our  ancestors 
has  not  been  removed.  It  is  still  upon  us,  and  it  is 
a  serious  one.  That  responsibility  is  not  only  to 
seek  out  names,  but  to  be  thorough  and  accurate  in 
so  doing  in  order  that  the  family  records  of  our  dead 
may  be  "worthy  of  all  acceptation/ 


» 
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When  the  time  comes  to  retrieve  data, 
punched  cards  give  instruction  to  the 
computer  which  selects  data  from  tape. 


This  machine  records  and  "reads"  from 
reels  of  magnetic  tape  all  information 
selected  and  prepares  data  for  typing. 


Data  recovered  from  tape  is  translated 
in  such  a  way  that  it  is  printed  on 
paper  for  easy  reading  by  researchers. 
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The  Fast  Offering  system  can  help  me  to  be  .  .  . 

MY  BROTHER'S 


by  Bishop  John  H.  Vandenberg* 

The  Lord  asked  Cain,  "Where  is  Abel  thy  bro- 
ther?" Cain  in  his  great  wickedness  had  murdered 
his  brother,  Abel,  a  crime  for  which  there  is  no  for- 
giveness. Cain  lied  to  the  Lord  and  said,  "I  know 
not."  Then  as  if  to  justify  his  answer,  he  asked: 
"Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"  (See  Genesis  4:9.) 
Cain  had  committed  many  sins  before  God.  Basi- 
cally, however,  rebellion  against  his  parents  and 
against  God  resulted  from  selfishness.  His  thoughts 
were  upon  gaining  greater  possessions.  He  always 
wanted  more  and  more  for  himself  only. 

The  Lord  has  instructed  Saints  to  help  one  an- 
other. If  we  keep  His  commandments  grudgingly 
with  unwilling  hearts,  it  will  only  add  to  our  con- 
demnation. The  Lord  has  further  emphasized  the 
need  to  be  our  brother's  keeper  by  having  established 
the  great  Welfare  Program  of  the  Church.  Our  faith- 
ful performance  in  this  program  is  a  demonstration 
of  true  religion. 

Fundamentally,  a  person  has  the  responsibility 
of  sustaining  himself.  "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face 
shalt  thou  eat  bread.  .  .  ."  (Genesis  3:19.)  In  other 
words,  a  person  should  labor  to  support  himself  and 
his  family  and  not  be  an  idler. 

Sometimes  unfortunate  events  or  circumstances 
render  it  impossible  for  one  to  labor  and  adequately 
supply  the  needs  of  himself  and  his  family.  It  then 
becomes  the  obligation  of  his  relatives  to  come  to 
his  aid.  The  scriptures  strongly  emphasize  the  duty 
of  relatives  to  assist  their  kin:  "But  if  any  provide 
not  for  his  own,  and  specially  for  those  of  his  own 
house,  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is  worse  than 
an  infidel."  (/  Timothy  5:8.) 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  October  27,  "Welfare  Plan";  for  Course 
29,  lesson  of  November  24,  "Church  Welfare  Plan";  for  Course  13, 
lesson  of  December  20,  "My  Brother's  Keeper";  and  for  general  read- 
ing.) 


In  some  instances  relatives  cannot  render  the 
necessities  of  life  because  they  possess  only  limited 
resources  themselves.  Then  the  Church  must  step  in 
and  assist  the  worthy  members  with  their  needs. 
The  Lord  has  repeatedly  announced  the  duties  of 
the  Saints  to  look  after  the  poor  and  administer  to 
their  relief. 

And  also,  ye  yourselves  will  succor  those  that 
stand  in  need  of  your  succor;  ye  will  administer  of 
your  substance  unto  him  that  standeth  in  need;  and 
ye  will  not  suffer  that  the  beggar  putteth  up  his  pe- 
tition to  you  in  vain,  and  turn  him  out  to  perish. 

Perhaps  thou  shalt  say:  The  man  has  brought 
upon  himself  his  misery;  therefore  I  will  stay  my 
hand,  and  will  not  give  unto  him  of  my  food,  nor 
impart  unto  him  of  my  substance  that  he  may  not 
suffer,  for  his  punishments  are  just — 

But  I  say  unto  you,  O  man,  whosoever  doeth  this 
the  same  hath  great  cause  to  repent;  and  except  he 
repenteth  of  that  which  he  hath  done  he  perisheth 
forever,  and  hath  no  interest  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

—Mosiah  4:16-18. 

Our  Father  in  heaven  in  His  great  wisdom  in- 
spired His  prophets  to  establish  the  fast  offering 
system  to  help  care  for  those  in  need  and  less  for- 
tunate, wherein  all  members  of  the  Church  are  asked 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  to  abstain  from 
food  and  drink  for  two  consecutive  meals.  Every 
family  is  then  responsible  to  make  a  generous  cash 
offering  and  submit  this  amount  to  the  bishop  for 
use  in  assisting  the  needy. 

The  fast  offering  system  is  designed  not  only  to 
provide  funds  to  assist  those  in  need  but  will  be  a 
source  of  great  blessings  to  those  who  sacrifice  and 
seek  our  Father  in  heaven  in  prayer  and  fasting. 
When  we  observe  God's  law  by  abstaining  from  food 
and  drink  for  two  consecutive  meals  each  month,  we 
are  compelled  to  stop  and  think  about  others 
throughout  the  world  who  have  need  for  food  and 
the  other  necessities  of  life.  It  not  only  makes  us 
grateful  for  our  own  specific  blessings,  but  should 
also  arouse  our  sympathetic  and  generous  contribu- 
tions to  those  less  fortunate.  We  should  not  fail  to 
express  our  gratitude  in  secret  prayer. 

It  is  true  that  various  health  conditions  preclude 
some  individuals  from  participating  in  a  fast  for 
two  meals;  but  regardless  of  our  own  circumstances, 
all  of  us  have  a  duty  to  assist  the  needy.  You  see, 
each  one  of  us  is  our  brother's  keeper. 

*As  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Church,  Bishop  John  H.  Vandenberg 
has  many  major  assignments.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  Com- 
mittee on  Expenditures,  a  member  of  the  General  Priesthood  Com- 
mittee, Chairman  of  the  Church  Welfare  Committee,  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  new  Priesthood  Home  Teaching  Program,  and  presides  over  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood. 

Bishop  Vandenberg  is  a  former  counselor  in  the  Denver  Stake 
Presidency  and  the  Ensign  Stake  Presidency.  Prior  to  being  called  to 
serve  as  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Church,  he  was  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Church  Building  Committee.  He  and  his  wife,  Rena  Stok 
Vandenberg,  are  the  parents  of  two  married  daughters. 
Library  File  Reference:   Unselfishness. 
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The  Spirit  of  Elijah  is  working  on  the  Polish  people,  and  on 
peoples  throughout  the  world,  to  perform  genealogical  work. . . 

That  the  Earth  May  Not 
Be  Smitten  with  a  Curse 

by  Elder  Alvin  R.  Dyer 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


The  Lord  gave  the  following  unto  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  regarding  the  expansion  of  the  work  of 
sealings,  anointings,  and  washings — which  are  to  be 
accomplished  in  the  temples  of  the  most  high  by  the 
power  of  the  priesthood  in  the  binding  of  one  gen- 
eration with  another,  both  for  the  living  and  the 
dead: 

For  therein  are  the  keys  of  the  holy  priesthood 
ordained,  that  you  may  receive  honor  and  glory. 

For  it  is  ordained  that  in  Zion,  and  in  her  stakes, 
and  in  Jerusalem,  those  places  which  I  have  ap- 
pointed for  refuge,  shall  be  the  places  for  your  bap- 
tisms for  your  dead. 

And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  how  shall  your 
washings  be  acceptable  unto  me,  except  ye  perform 
them  in  a  house  which  you  have  built  to  my  name? 

For,  for  this  cause  I  commanded  Moses  that  he 
should  build  a  tabernacle,  that  they  should  bear  it 
with  them  in  the  wilderness,  and  to  build  a  house 
in  the  land  of  promise,  that  those  ordinances  might 
be  revealed  which  have  been  hid  from  before  the 
world  was. 

Therefore,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  your  anoint- 
ings, and  your  washings,  and  your  baptisms  for  the 
dead,  and  your  solemn  assemblies,  and  your  memor- 
ials for  your  sacrifices  by  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  for 
your  oracles  in  your  most  holy  places  wherein  you 
receive  conversations,  and  your  statutes  and  judg- 
ments, for  the  beginning  of  the  revelations  and  foun- 
dation of  Zion,  and  for  the  glory,  honor,  and 
endowment  of  all  her  municipals,  are  ordained  by  the 
ordinance  of  my  holy  house,  which  my  people  are 
always  commanded  to  build  unto  my  holy  name. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  124:34,  36-39.) 

Fulfilling  the  Divine  Commitment 

The  relentless  pursuit  of  this  program  with- 
in The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
generally  speaking,  attests  to  the  faith,  devotion,  and 
integrity  of  the  Saints  and  the  leaders  of  the  Church. 
Unto  all  successive  presidents  and  prophets  of  the 
Church  from  Joseph  Smith  down  to  President  David 
0.  McKay  now  the  Prophet  of  God,  this  work  has 
gone  forward  in  the  building  of  temples,  of  which 
there  are  now  twelve  in  use  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  with  many  others  to  follow. 

To  accomplish  this  work  for  and  in  behalf  of 
our  progenitors  and  ancestors,  now  long  since  dead, 


but  who  lived  when  the  Gospel  plan  was  not  upon 
the  earth,  or  was  not  preached  to  them,  a  comprehen- 
sive program  of  genealogical  research  has  developed 
in  the  Church.  Every  faithful  and  true  LDS  family 
is  devotedly  seeking  after  its  kindred  dead,  that  they 
who  have  died  may  be  bound  with  they  who  are  living 
into  family  units  of  multiple  design  by  the  sealing 
powers  of  the  priesthood  exercised  in  the  holy  tem- 
ples. 

A  Program   of  Research 

A  vast  genealogical  research  program  directed  by 
the  First  Presidency  and  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 
and  administered  by  the  Priesthood  Genealogical 
Committee,  functions  on  stake,  ward,  and  mission 
levels.  This  program  encourages  the  members  of  the 
Church  to  accomplish  needed  genealogical  research, 
authenticating  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  those 
in  family  lines  who  have  passed  from  his  life — all  for 
the  purpose,  by  performing  a  vicarious  work,  to 
bind  them  with  families  now  living.  This  work  is 
consummated  in  the  temples  of  the  Lord. 

The  Church,  through  the  Genealogical  Commit- 
tee, in  direct  manner,  to  be  of  assistance  to  individual 
and  family  effort  in  seeking  out  the  records  of  their 
kindred  dead,  has  taken  great  strides  forward.  Not 
only  has  this  work  progressed  in  the  training 
and  supervision  of  the  work  in  an  organizational 
manner  within  the  Church  body,  but  also  in  estab- 
lishing the  Genealogical  Library  of  the  Church.  For 
many  years,  vast  accumulations  of  ancestral  and  pro- 
genitor records  from  many  countries  throughout  the 
world  have  been  funnelled  into  the  Genealogical  Li- 
brary to  form  the  greatest  assemblage  of  genealogical 
records  ever  known  to  man.  These  records  are 
available  to  the  Church  members  in  their  own  fam- 
ily pursuits  of  genealogy  research. 

Progress  in   Microfilming 

Prominent  in  our  modern-day  techniques  of  gath- 
ering these  genealogical  records  is  that  of  microfilm- 
ing.   At  this  very  hour  in  many  of  the  countries  of 


(For  Course  21  generally;  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  September  15, 
"Genealogy";  and  of  general  interest.) 


*  Elder  Alvin  R.  Dyer  delivered  a  stake  conference  address  in  the 
Monument  Park  West  Stake,  Dec.  2,  1962.  The  Instructor  asked  per- 
mission to  reprint  the  address,  whereupon  Elder  Dyer  wrote  a  special 
article,  expanding  on  the  theme  for  use  in  the  magazine.  This  is  the 
second  of  two  parts.  The  first  appeared  in  the  April,  1963,  issue, 
page  126. 

{Continued  on  following  page.) 
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the  world,  our  microfilming  cameras,  with  trained 
operators,  under  the  direction  of  supervisors,  are 
adding  millions  of  names  for  the  purpose  and  intent 
of  this  vicarious  work  of  salvation  for  the  dead. 

Experiences  of  Microfilming   in   Europe 

While  presiding  over  the  European  Mission  dur- 
ing the  important  years  of  expansion  in  the  Church, 
1960  and  1961,  I  witnessed  first  hand  and  had  some 
small  part  in  the  microfilming  program  there  being 
carried  forward  under  the  Genealogical  Society  of 
the  Church.  I  saw  the  opening  of  doors  that  seemed 
closed  tight  against  us  in  France  and  in  Hungary, 
leading  to  the  microfilming  of  genealogical  records 
in  those  two  countries;  while  in  England,  Norway, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  and 
other  places,  the  work  continued  without  ceasing. 

It  is  with  regard  to  the  opening  of  the  way  for 
microfilming  in  Poland  that  I  desire  to  relate  a  per- 
sonal experience. 

In  January,  1962,  I  had  a  most  inspirational  ex- 
perience in  Warsaw,  Poland.  With  Arnold  Seiler,  I 
went  there  as  a  result  of  some  correspondence  with 
the  Polish  State  Archives  (the  representative  sub- 
sidiary of  the  minister  of  education)  for  discussions 
relative  to  the  microfilming  of  extensive  Polish  gen- 
ealogical records.  In  the  archives  of  most  foreign 
countries  these  records  are  placed  under  the  min- 
isters of  education,  and  this  is  true  of  Poland. 

Our  correspondence  was  over  a  period  of  three 
months,  which  led  to  the  invitation  to  come  to  Po- 
land as  guests  of  Dr.  Heinrich  Altman,  director  of  the 
Archives.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing a  visa  for  my  traveling  companion,  Arnold  Seiler, 
a  supervisor  of  our  microfilming  work  in  Europe  and 
a  German  by  birth  although  now  an  American  citi- 
zen. But,  because  an  agency  of  the  government  had 
invited  us  and  had  arranged  the  visas  for  us,  Brother 
Seller's  name  eventually  cleared  the  military 
(through  whom  we  had  to  obtain  visas)  and  the  way 
was  opened  for  us(  to  go.  There  stood  only  the  ap- 
proval of  the  prophet  of  the  Lord  before  final  prep- 
arations. 

In  talking  to  President  McKay  on  the  telephone 
from  Frankfurt,  Germany,  the  European  Mission 
headquarters,  I  told  of  the  invitation  and  visa  clear- 
ance, asking  for  his  blessing  to  go.  President  McKay's 
instant  reply  was,  "You  not  only  have  my  blessing, 
President  Dyer;  but  I  urge  you  to  go.  It  is  most 
important." 

We  had  some  difficulty  getting  into  Warsaw  be- 
cause of  Russian-passenger-listing  interference  at 
Paris,  which  necessitated  a  return  to  Frankfurt  to 
work  our  schedule  all  over  again.  But  after  con- 
siderable contacting  of  airlines  flying  to  Warsaw,  we 


were  able  to  fly  there  from  Brussels,  Belgium,  on 
Sabena  Airlines.  Our  visit  there  prepared  the  way 
for  the  microfilming  of  records  of  the  Polish  people 
—which  we  hope  to  begin  soon. 

The  Spirit  of  Elijah 

It  is  a  strange  thing,  and  yet  most  fortunate  for 
our  purposes,  that  there  should  be  brought  into  three 
key  centers  of  Poland  all  the  genealogical  records  of 
that  nation  for  a  period  going  back  to  the  fifteenth 
century.  Usually  in  foreign  countries  the  records  are 
widely  distributed  in  parish  libraries,  in  cemetery 
depositories,  and  in  civic  and  state  archives.  But 
for  some  reason,  over  a  period  of  time,  the  Polish 
State  Archive  officials  have  gathered  these  records 
and  made  them  tributary  to  the  three  archive  cen- 
ters located  at  Danzig,  Poznan,  and  Warsaw.  It 
would  appear  that  the  spirit  of  Elijah  has  been  at 
work  there  preparing  the  way. 

Their  concern,  of  course,  was  to  obtain  a  positive 
film  record  being  willing  for  us  to  retain  the  nega- 
tive print,  which  conforms  to  our  policy  of  micro- 
filming in  all  of  Europe.  We  were  informed  while  in 
Warsaw  that  more  than  75  million  images  were 
available  for  microfilming.  Many  of  these  records  we 
were  permitted  to  observe,  finding  them  to  be  ex- 
cellently preserved. 

After  two  days  spent  with  the  representatives  of 
the  State  Archives  on  the  purpose  of  our  visit,  an 
opportunity  came,  because  of  their  interest  in  our 
Church,  to  hold  a  "share  the  Gospel"  meeting  with 
them.  This  meeting  was  held  in  Dr.  Altaian's  office, 
and  those  in  the  building  associated  with  the  Archive 
attended.  They  listened  intently  and  seemed  sin- 
cerely moved  by  our  message.  We  told  them  of  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  they  were 
now  restored,  of  the  mission  of  the  Saviour,  and  of 
the  calling  of  Joseph  Smith.  We  testified  to  them 
by  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  and  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  that  the  things  we  had  told  them  were 
true.  We  gave  them  considerable  literature  in  Ger- 
man which  they  could  read. 

Dr.  Alexander  Novinski  (a  scientist  in  his  own 
right)  who  speaks  English,  and  is  a  professor  at  one 
of  the  schools,  had  been  assigned  to  us  by  Dr.  Altman, 
whom  he  assists.  These  are  capable  men  assigned  to 
government  posts.  During  my  visit,  Dr.  Novinski 
spoke  of  the  hatred  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  caused 
by  war,  and  that  this  would  not  be  lost  until  the 
raising  of  a  new  generation.  Until  then  it  is  not 
known  what  real  progress  can  take  place  among  the 
people.  It  is  hard  for  us  here — who  have  not  lived 
through  such  things  as  the  Warsaw  "ghetto,"  where 
the  tragic  discrimination  against  the  Polish  and  other 
Jews  took  place,  and  the  tremendous  bombing  dam- 
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age  with  the  loss  of  lives  and  property — to  under- 
stand the  feelings  that  are  in  the  hearts  of  the  Polish 
people. 

A  remarkable  thing  took  place  in  the  airport  or 
the  drome.  As  we  were  about  to  leave,  Dr.  Novin- 
ski,  in  saying  goodby,  placed  both  of  his  arms  on 
my  arms,  looked  into  my  face,  and  said,  "There's 
something  about  you  that's  different.  I  have  had  a 
good  feeling  all  the  time  you  men  have  been  here." 
We  felt  and  observed  this  same  reaction  among  these 
people  in  the  Gospel  cottage  meeting  that  had  been 
held  with  them,  earlier  that  day.  Some  had  tears, 
as  was  the  case  with  Dr.  Novinski,  both  at  the  meet- 
ing and  at  the  airport.  Our  message  went  right  to 
their  hearts. 

Now  what  is  this?  It  is  not  the  personalities  of 
me  and  Arnold  Seiler.  It  was  the  Priesthood  of  God 
which  we  held  as  His  servants,  and  it  was  noticeable 
to  those  good  people.  The  force  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  was  there,  testifying  unto  the  hearts  of  these 
good  people. 

Power  in  This  Work 

And  now  as  of  this  writing  the  Church  is  prepar- 
ing to  place  into  operation  the  actual  microfilming  of 
these  Polish  records.  What  a  great  blessing  it  will  be 
to  many  of  our  members.  I  had  witnessed,  in  laying 
the  groundwork  for  this  project,  the  manifested 
power  that  operates  in  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  in  the  furtherance  of  the  work 
which  the  Lord  has  placed  upon  us  as  a  people  by 
divine  commitment. 


It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  conceive  that  any 
power  of  man  could  have  opened  the  many  doors 
that  needed  opening  and  to  keep  them  open  that  this 
work  could  go  forward.  There  is  a  power  in  God's 
work  which  is  daily  supporting  the  vast  administra- 
tive program  of  the  Church  in  behalf  of  genealogical 
research,  as  well  as  in  the  many  families  of  the 
Church  who  are  valiantly  laboring  in  this  important 
and  necessary  cause. 

Of  this  I  can  testify  in  behalf  of  my  own  family, 
where  recently  it  was  learned  that  a  teen-age  girl 
from  Massachusetts,  not  a  member  of  the  Church, 
not  a  member  of  the  Dyer  family,  has  during  the 
past  four  years  sought  out  Dyer  genealogy  to  the 
extent  of  having  now  completed  three  volumes  of 
what  she  calls  "Ye  Olde  Dyer  Book"  with  some  20,000 
names  very  expertly  arranged  in  genealogical  research 
fashion  acceptable  for  our  purposes.  This  girl,  only 
now  a  senior  in  high  school,  when  asked  why  she  had 
pursued  this  wonderful  work  and  had  made  such 
a  great  contribution  not  only  to  the  Dyer  family 
line  but  also  to  other  connecting  lines,  gave  a  simple 
but  powerful  answer:  "I  felt  that  I  was  inspired  of 
God  to  do  it!" 

Truly  this  is  God's  work,  and  when  we  as  mem- 
bers do  His  will  and  follow  the  revealed  instructions 
of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  we  then  receive  the  bless- 
ing. Often  this  is  made  possible  by  holy,  chosen,  and 
unseen  personages,  such  as  Elijah,  who  labor  under 
divine  instructions,  as  we  in  mortality  are  also  en- 
couraged to  do. 
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.      .     WHAT      SHALL     A      MAN      GIVE 
IN       EXCHANGE       FOR       HIS       SOUL?" 


THE  LURE  OF  COUNTERFEIT 
TREASURE 

Blessings  are  often  mixed,  with  good  and  bad  in  the  same 
package.  For  example,  photographic  films  are  now  available  which 
are  so  sensitive  they  can  record  a  hidden  missile  base  from  seven 
miles  in  the  sky.  But,  the  same  film  can  also  record  details  of  printed 
currency  and  start  a  new  crime  wave  of  counterfeiting. 

This  is  precisely  the  present  plague  in  America,  and  the  lure 
has  trapped  hundreds  of  young  people  who  appear  willing  to  try 
anything  "for  kicks."  These  young  people  are  besieged  with  other 
counterfeit  values — "Smoke  this,"  "Drink  that,"  "Imitate  so-and-so" 
— all  promising  happiness  but  delivering  anguish. 

Let  us  be  mindful  that  the  most  sensitive  film  of  all  is  the  hu- 
man soul.  It  records  in  minute  detail  every  thought,  feeling,  and 
act  of  our  beings.  It  is  the  only  record  that  will  last  for  eternity. 
And  ".  .  .  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?"  (Mark 
8:37.)  What  shall  the  record  tell — that  we  hunted  out  deception  in 
its  snare  and  destroyed  its  power,  or  that  we  were  ashamed  of  Christ 
in  "this  adulterous  and  sinful  generation"?  (Mark  8:38.)  Let  us 
use  our  total  resources  to  seek  true,  eternal  values  and  to  pass  by  the 
lure  of  counterfeit  treasure. 

— Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Associate  Editor. 

(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  September  8,  "A  Leader  Seeks  First  the  Kingdom  of  God"; 
and  for  Course  29,  lesson  of  October  27,   "Health  and  Happiness.") 
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Just  as  God  is  working  to  save  man,  Satan's  forces — from  Adam's  time 
to  the  present — have  been  seeking  to  destroy  man.  When  mortal  man 
indulges  in  idolatry  and  superstition,  as  did  the  Israelites  during  Moses' 
absence  on  Mt.  Sinai,  he  exchanges  light  for  darkness,  truth  for  error. 

SUPERSTITIONS 

Manifestations  of  Darkness 

by  John  J.  Stewart* 


In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  the  Lord  says: 

And  I  now  give  unto  you  a  commandment  to  be- 
ware concerning  yourselves,  to  give  diligent  heed  to 
the  words  of  eternal  life.  For  you  shall  live  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God. 
For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth,  and  whatsoever  is 
truth  is  light,  and  whatsoever  is  light  is  Spirit,  even 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  the  Spirit  giveth 
light  to  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world;  and 
the  Spirit  enlighteneth  every  man  through  the  world, 
that  hearkeneth  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit.  And 
every  one  that  hearkeneth  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit 

(For  Course  29,  lesson  of  November  17,  "By  Their  Fruits";  for 
Course  9,  lesson  of  August  11,  "A  Leader  Is  Against  Evil";  and  of 
general  interest.) 

♦Brother  Stewart  is  Associate  Professor  of  English  and  Journalism 
and  Editor  of  Publications  at  Utah  State  University,  Logan.  He  is 
a  popular  speaker  and  is  the  author  of  several  books,  including  the 
following  seven  on  religion:  The  Eternal  Gift,  the  story  of  the  cruci- 
fixion and  resurrection;  How  You  Gain  a  Testimony;  Brigham  Young 
and  His  Wives  and  the  True  Story  of  Plural  Marriage;  Mormonism 
vs.  Communism,  Today's  Most  Vital  Issue;  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the 
Restoration  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  Joseph  Smith,  Democracy's 
Unknown  Prophet;  Mormonism  and  the  Negro. 


cometh  unto  God,  even  the  Father.    (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  84:43-46.) 

Just  as  God  is  the  source  of  all  light  and  truth, 
so  Satan,  who  rights  against  God  continually  and 
desires  that  all  men  should  be  miserable  like  unto 
himself,  is  the  source  of  darkness  and  falsehood. 
And  through  all  generations  of  man,  the  same  choice 
has  faced  each  individual  upon  the  earth — the  choice 
of  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  and  living 
an  enlightened  life,  or  rejecting  divine  guidance  and 
living  a  life  in  darkness. 

Unfortunately,  the  world  by  and  large  has  chosen 
to  live  in  darkness  rather  than  light: 

For  whoso  cometh  not  unto  me  is  under  the  bond- 
age of  sin.  And  whoso  receiveth  not  my  voice  is  not 
acquainted  with  my  voice,  and  is  not  of  me.  And  by 
this  you  may  know  the  righteous  from  the  wicked, 
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and  that  the  whole  world  groaneth  under  sin  and 
darkness  even  now.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  84: 
51-53.) 

Throughout  the  history  of  man,  one  of  the  most 
common  and  most  devastating  manifestations  of 
darkness  has  been  superstition.  Like  its  author, 
Satan,  superstition  is  always  negative  and  destruc- 
tive. 

As  the  Prophet  Nephi  observed,  ".  .  .  men  are, 
that  they  might  have  joy."  (2  Nephi  2:25.)  Joy  or 
happiness  is  a  state  of  mind.  More  specifically,  it  is 
peace  of  mind,  which  can  be  achieved  only  through 
hearkening  to  the  voice  of  truth.  Through  super- 
stitions, Satan,  the  master  counterfeiter,  perverts 
truth  into  falsehood,  supplanting  true  beliefs  and 
true  religion  with  false  beliefs  and  false  religion. 

The  Bible,  The  Book  of  Mormon,  and  other  great 
works  of  history  offer  numerous  examples  of  super- 
stitions of  past  ages,  such  as  idol  worship  and  human 
sacrifices,  and  testify  to  the  incalculable  human 
suffering  and  misery  that  have  been  caused  by  man's 
indulgence  in  superstitions. 

But  what  of  today?  Are  we  free  of  superstitions 
in  this,  the  Dispensation  of  the  Fullness  of  Times, 
when  the  Gospel  in  its  fullness  has  been  restored  to 
the  earth  and  men  have  witnessed  the  miracles  of 
scientific  achievement? 

Superstitions  have  never  been  recognized  as  such 
by  those  indulging  in  them,  whether  the  superstitions 
be  idol  worship,  witchcraft,  priestcraft,  doctorcraft, 
materialism,  or  whatever.  For  the  mind  steeped  in 
superstition  is  in  darkness  and  cannot  discern  the 
folly  of  the  indulgence. 

There  are  in  the  world  today  those  who  mix 
their  religion  with  superstition,  thus  making  a  hodge- 
podge of  the  whole,  and  also  those  who  insist  that 
religion  and  superstition  are  basically  the  same 
thing;  who  do  not  enjoy  sufficient  light  to  discern 
between  the  two. 

Superstition  is  still  prevalent  in  the  world  today. 
Truth  and  falsehood,  light  and  darkness  always 
travel  together,  for  the  plan  of  eternal  progress  calls 
for  mortal  man  to  be  tempted  and  tried,  that  he 
might  know  the  good  from  the  evil. 

Today's  superstitions  include  the  following: 

Personal  Superstitions 

1.  A  countless  number  of  vague,  irrational  beliefs 
based  upon  groundless  folklore  such  as  Friday  the 
thirteenth  being  an  unlucky  day  or  that  disaster 
follows  if  one  spills  salt,  breaks  a  mirror,  walks  under 
a  ladder,  opens  an  umbrella  indoors,  or  sees  a  black 
cat  cross  in  front  of  his  path. 

2.  Commercialized  superstitions  such  as  phren- 
ology, astrology,  numerology,  palm  reading,  and  for- 


tune telling,  which  are  also  based  upon  vague, 
irrational  beliefs,  but  still  constitute  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness today. 

Political  Superstitions 

3.  The  myth  that  individual  man  in  these  United 
States  is  and  always  will  be  incapable  of  self-govern- 
ment— that  the  people  cannot  be  trusted  to  rule  and 
that  the  individual  must  be  submerged. 

4.  The  superstition  that  the  law  of  hate  is  the 
governing  principle  of  the  universe,  as  exemplified 
by  the  communist  concept;  that  there  are  two  classes 
of  people  in  the  world:  the  workers  and  the  capital- 
ists; that  the  workers  always  have  been  and  always 
will  be  exploited  by  the  capitalists  and  that  the  mis- 
sion of  communism  is  to  dig  the  graves  and  inherit 
the  wealth  of  the  capitalistic  nations. 

Religious  Superstitions 

5.  The  superstition  of  atheism,  as  promulgated 
by  the  communists  today,  which  is  indulged  in  by 
millions  of  so-called  Christians.  Egotistical  man  re- 
jects the  reality  of  God  so  that  he  can  worship  him- 
self instead.  To  ease  his  conscience,  he  talks  himself 
into  the  notion  that  there  are  no  such  things  as 
right  and  wrong,  no  hereafter,  and  no  punishment 
for  sin.  He  sets  aside  the  teachings  of  the  Master 
and  substitutes  for  them  the  worship  of  creature 
comfort,  the  doctrine  of  the  extreme  sophists  that 
the  selfish  needs  and  appetites  of  the  individual 
come  first,  even  ahead  of  his  love  for  God  and  fellow- 
man.  He  does  all  of  this  only  to  learn  to  his  sorrow 
that  paganistic  materialism  in  the  end  leads  one 
away  from  the  good  life  of  real  joy  rather  than  toward 
such  a  life. 

6.  The  superstition  that  Jesus  Christ,  though  a 
great  moral  teacher,  was  not  the  divine  Son  of  God 
and  Saviour  of  the  world  that  He  professed  to  be. 
But  can  a  man  be  a  great  moral  teacher  and  a  great 
liar  and  hypocrite  as  well? 

7.  The  superstition  that  you  can  serve  two  mas- 
ters; that  you  can  hearken  not  to  the  voice  of  the 
Spirit,  yet  come  unto  God;  the  foolish  belief  that 
registration  day  is  graduation  day,  that  baptism  is 
exaltation.  We  have  been  placed  upon  earth  to  work 
out  our  salvation,  not  wait  out  our  salvation. 

There  are  many  other  modern-day  superstitions 
that  could  be  mentioned  if  space  permitted. 

In  view  of  our  own  tendency  to  indulge  in  super- 
stitions in  this  day  of  comparative  enlightenment,  is 
it  surprising  that  peoples  of  Bible  times  indulged  in 
idol  worship  and  other  forms  of  superstition? 
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My  Personal 

Witness  that  Jesus 

is  the  Christ 

by  Elder  N.  Eldon  Tanner 
of  The  Council  of  the  Twelve 


ONE  of  the  most  precious  truths  a  person  can  en- 
joy is  to  know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  living  God,  and  that  He  gave  His  life  that  all 
mankind  may  be  saved  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  Prophets  all  down  through 
the  ages  bore  testimony  that  Jesus  Christ  would 
come  to  the  earth  and  give  His  life  for  mankind. 
Jacob,  as  recorded  in  The  Book  of  Mormon,  fore- 
told the  coming  of  Christ  to  Jerusalem  from  whence 
his  people  came  and  that  He  would  be  persecuted 
and  crucified.  Nephi  also  bore  witness  that  Christ 
would  come  and  that  through  His  Atonement  all 
mankind  might  be  saved. 

We  also  have  the  many  testimonies  of  those  who 
walked  and  talked  with  Jesus  while  He  was  here 
upon  the  earth — the  testimonies  of  James  and  John, 
and  Matthew,  whose  lives  demonstrated  their  testi- 
monies. Some  of  the  early  disciples  died  for  their 
testimonies,  as  did  Joseph  and  Hyrum  and  others 
in  these  the  latter  days.  We  have  that  great  testi- 
mony of  Peter  when  Christ  asked  him,  ".  .  .  But 
whom  say  ye  that  I  am?  And  Simon  Peter  answered 
and  said,  Thou  are  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living 
God.  And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  Blessed 
art  thou,  Simon  Bar-jona:  for  flesh  and  blood  hath 
not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  (Matthew  16:15-17.)  According  to  tra- 
dition, Peter  also  gave  his  life  as  a  testimony  of 
Christ. 

The  bearing  of  testimony  is  common  with  the 
members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  today.  President  McKay,  the  members 
of  The  First  Presidency,  members  of  The  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  and  all  of  the  other  General  Authorities 
and  the  officers  and  many  members  of  the  Church, 
when  speaking,  bear  solemn  testimony  that  they 
know,  as  Peter  did,  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of  the 
living  God. 

The  General  Authorities,  when  they  all  meet  to- 
gether, have  testimony  bearing.  The  Council  of  the 
Twelve  has  its  regular  testimony  meetings.  The 
missionaries  in  the  mission  field  meet  together  often; 
and,  as  they  bear  testimony  to  one  another,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  attends  them  and  strengthens  them. 
As  they  go  into  the  field  to  preach  the  Gospel,  the 
greatest  power  and  influence  they  can  exert  is  the 
bearing  of  a  solemn,  humble  testimony.  It  is  more 
convincing  than  anything  else  they  can  do  to  con- 
vert the  people. 

Throughout  the  Church  we  have  our  regular  fast 
day  once  a  month  where  all  members  of  the  Church 
are  invited  to  acknowledge  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 

(For  Course  15,  lessons  on  Christ  for  October  and  November;  for 
Course  13,  lessons  of  October  20  to  November  3,  "Testimony";  and 
to  enrich  all  courses  offering  a  Christmas  or  other  lesson  on  the 
Saviour. ) 
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and  to  bear  their  testimonies.  Also,  the  different 
auxiliary  organizations — Relief  Society,  Primary, 
Sunday  School,  and  MIA — have  occasions  during  the 
year  when  members  are  permitted  and  encouraged 
to  bear  their  testimonies. 

Sometimes  a  person  does  not  realize  that  he  real- 
ly has  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  On  several  occa- 
sions, I  have  had  young  men  whom  I  was  interview- 
ing for  a  mission  say,  "I  don't  really  have  a  testi- 
mony of  the  Gospel.  I  can't  say  that  I  know  that 
God  lives  and  that  the  Gospel  is  true."  Then,  in 
answer  to  questions  which  I  ask  them,  they  say, 
paraphrasing,  "Yes,  I  would  willingly  give  my  life 
rather  than  to  deny  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I 
am  sure  that  I  would  not  deny  it."  And  again,  "Yes, 
I  am  prepared  to  leave  my  home  with  all  its  com- 
forts, school,  sports,  girl  friends,  parents,  and  every- 
thing else  to  fill  a  mission."  When  asked  why  they 
want  to  go  on  a  mission,  their  reply  almost  invariably 
is,  "The  reason  I  want  to  go  is  to  teach  the  true 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ."  And  again,  "Yes,  I  am  sure 
I  want  to  go  on  a  mission."  Then  I  asked  the 
question,  "If  you  are  prepared  to  make  all  these  sac- 
rifices to  go  and  teach  the  Gospel  to  the  people — 
prepared  to  give  your  life  rather  than  to  deny  the 
Gospel  and  determined  to  share  this  message  with  the 
world — is  not  that  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel?"  They 
reply  in  the  affirmative  and  express  appreciation  for 
this  testimony  of  which  they  had  not  been  conscious 
previously. 

I  have  been  asked  many  times,  "How  can  one 
gain  a  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  mission 
upon  the  earth?"  My  answer  is:  First,  have  a  desire 
to  know  that  these  things  are  true.  Second,  listen 
to  and  study  the  Gospel  truths.  Third,  ".  .  .  ask 
God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  if 
these  things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a 
sincere  heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ, 
he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  (Moroni  10:4.)  Fourth, 
and  this  is  very  important,  accept  the  teachings  of 
Christ,  the  testimonies  of  others;  and  live  the  Gospel 
as  taught  by  Jesus,  and  as  revealed  in  these  the  lat- 
ter days,  and  you  will  know  beyond  a  shadow  of 
doubt  that  these  things  are  true.  President  McKay 
said: 

Purity  of  thought,  and  a  sincere  heart,  seeking  the 
Saviour's  guidance  daily,  will  lead  to  a  testimony  of 
the  truth  of  Christ's  Gospel  as  sure  and  permanent 
as  that  which  Peter  possessed  as  he  descended  Mt. 
Hermon  after  seeing  the  transfiguration  of  Christ 
and  hearing  the  voice  of  God  testifying  to  His  di- 
vinity. 

A  testimony  is  a  knowledge  you  have  which  no 
one  can  take  away  from  you.    You  may  not  be  able 


to  explain  it  nor  prove  it,  but  you  know  it  with  every 
fiber  of  your  being. 

About  two  years  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  with  seven  district  presidents  in  East  Ger- 
many, behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  and  the  distinct 
privilege  of  listening  to  them  bear  their  testimonies 
to  one  another.  They  bore  testimony  that  they  know 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that  the  Gospel  is  true,  that  God 
lives,  and  that  we  have  a  Prophet  at  the  head  of  our 
Church  today.  They  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
this  knowledge  and  for  the  privilege  they  have  of 
serving  the  Lord.  They  prayed  for  the  Lord's  bless- 
ings to  attend  them  as  they  carry  on  His  work.  One 
of  them  said,  and  it  was  endorsed  by  all,  "If  man 
will  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  walking  up- 
rightly before  Him,  he  has  no  need  to  fear."  These 
wonderful,  humble  testimonies  strengthened  mine; 
and  I  thank  the  Lord  that  we  have  such  faithful 
members  with  such  strong  testimonies  representing 
the  Church  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

All  through  my  life  I  have  had  an  abiding  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  As  a  young  man  I  gained 
a  strong  testimony  that  God  lives  and  His  son  Jesus 
Christ  gave  His  life  for  you  and  me,  and  that  they 
appeared  in  person  and  talked  to  the  boy  Joseph 
Smith  in  answer  to  prayer.  Also,  many  times 
throughout  my  life  I  have  had  my  prayers  answered, 
and  by  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  and  faith  in  the 
Lord  I  have  administered  to  the  sick  and  have  seen 
them  healed  and  raised  from  their  beds  of  affliction. 
I  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  call  on  the  Lord  for 
guidance  and  direction  when  faced  with  serious  prob- 
lems and  grave  decisions  knowing  that  I  can  expect 
an  answer. 

During  the  past  few  months,  I  have  had  the  won- 
derful privilege  and  blessing  of  sitting  in  meeting 
with,  and  partaking  of  the  spirit  of,  our  beloved 
President  David  O.  McKay,  who  is  God's  chosen 
Prophet  through  whom  the  Lord  speaks  to  His  peo- 
ple today,  and  to  meet  regularly  with  the  Apostles 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  most  inspiring  to 
hear  them,  as  special  witnesses,  bear  their  powerful 
testimonies  and  tell  of  the  marvelous  experiences 
which  they  have  had  through  the  power  of  the  Priest- 
hood and  the  blessings  of  the  Lord. 

In  all  humility  I  wish  to  bear  my  solemn  testi- 
mony, as  a  special  witness,  that  I  know,  in  answer 
to  prayer  and  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God,  and 
that  through  Him  all  mankind  may  be  saved.  It  is 
my  prayer  that  we  may  all  live  so  as  to  gain  this 
testimony  and  be  worthy  of  His  sacrifice  and  enjoy 
the  blessing  of  Eternal  Life. 
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Let  Trouble  Help  You  Grow 

BY  D.    STERLING  WHEELWRIGHT* 

How  shall  a  man  discharge  his  anger:  with  a  sharp  word,  quick  as  light- 
ning; or  by  a  "slow  burn,"  until  he  can  repay  those  who  offended  him? 
Or,  can  he  reach  within  his  own  wisdom  and  talents  and  "ground"  his 

anger  through  a  work  of  beauty? 


One  young  elder  in  England  had  cause  to  be 
heartsick,  discouraged,  and  frustrated  in  his  good 
works.  Fortunately  for  the  Church  and  for  his  own 
relief,  he  wrote  himself  a  poem  and  found  there  an 
expression  for  his  better  judgment.  One  can  say 
"fortunately"  because  the  unfolding  of  his  generous 
nature — and  his  writing  talent — led  him  and  his 
young  wife  across  the  plains  to  Utah  in  1861;  and, 
eventually,  he  became  editor  of  the  Deseret  News,  an 
apostle  in  1904,  and  a  member  of  the  First  Presi- 
dency from  1911  to  1925.1  How  fortunate  that  he 
learned  early  the  important  lesson  of  schooling  or 
controlling  his  feelings!  Charles  W.  Penrose  was  the 
young  elder. 

Born  in  London  in  1832,  he  alone  in  his  family 
had  been  converted  and  baptized,  at  the  age  of  18. 
Within  a  year  he  was  a  local  missionary  himself  in 
the  poor  agricultural  districts  in  England.  He  estab- 
lished several  branches,  working  with  the  elders  sent 
from  Zion.2 

Let  us  go  now  to  the  home  of  President  Heber  J. 
Grant,  one  February  night  in  1917,  where  the  author, 

(For  Course  27,  lessons  of  October  6  and  13;  "Maturing  the 
Emotions"  and  "Human  Relationships";  for  Course  24  lessons  of  De- 
cember 1  and  8,  "Discipline  as  Responsible  Behavior";  and  for  those 
interested  in  the  history  of  LDS  hymns.) 

1Brooks,  Melvin  R.(  LDS  Reference  Encyclopedia,  1960  edition; 
Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  372. 

2Comwall,  J.  Spencer,  Stories  of  Our  Mormon  Hymns,  1961  edi- 
tion; Deseret  Book  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  286. 


After  having  his  honesty  questioned,  Elder  Charles  W.  Pen- 
rose composed  a  poem  that  contained  counsel  for  himself. 


Elder  Penrose,  tells  us  how  this  sermon  in  verse  came 
to  be  written: 

This  hymn  was  not  intended  for  singing;  it  was 
written  for  myself,  about  1860,  when  I  was  in  Birm- 
ingham, England,  before  I  emigrated.  I  had  been 
insidiously  accused — not  openly — but  certain  things 
had  been  said  about  me  and  my  presidency  of  the 
Birmingham  Conference,  and  particularly  in  relation 
to  my  family  affairs  and  possessions.  One  thing  con- 
nected with  it  might  make  the  matter  plain  to  you. 
When  I  went  to  Birmingham  from  Cheltenham — 
having  previously  been  laboring  in  London — I  had 
taken  there  a  good  deal  of  furniture  and  stuff  be- 
longing to  my  family  that  did  not  belong  to  the  con- 
ference. It  was  intimated  by  one  of  the  elders  from 
Zion  that  I  was  endeavoring  to  lay  claim  to  the 
property  that  belonged  to  the  Birmingham  confer- 
ence, and  it  touched  me  to  the  quick.  I  had  labored 
over  ten  years  in  the  ministry,  most  of  the  time  as 
traveling  elder,  literally  without  purse  or  scrip.  I 
started  that  way  and  had  continued,  suffering  a  great 
many  hardships  and  difficulties  and  trials  that  I  need 
not  refer  to  now,  and  this  touched  me  right  to  the 
heart.  I  did  not  know  how  to  bear  it.  Weltering 
under  these  feelings  I  sat  down  and  wrote  that  little 
poem,  right  from  my  soul,  and  intended  it  for  myself. 

After  I  had  got  it  written  my  folks  thought  it 
ought  to  appear  in  the  Millennial  Star.  So  I  sent 
it  up  to  the  Star  and  it  was  published.  It  was  not 
set  to  any  tune;  I  did  not  think  about  it  being  sung; 
in  fact,  I  did  not  intend  it  for  anybody  but  myself. 
However,  I  found  it  was  quite  applicable  to  others 
who  had  passed  through  similar  experiences,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  comforting  to  them.  I  was  very 
pleased  to  know  that  it  was  a  great  comfort  to  Presi- 
dent Brigham  Young  when  he  was  under  arrest.  He 
later  told  me  that  he  had  it  read  to  him  several 
times  when  he  had  a  deputy  marshal  guarding  him 
in  his  house. 

In  The  Improvement  Era,  October,  1924,  an 
article  by  the  late  Elder  Orson  F.  Whitney,  entitled 
"A  Hymn  with  a  History,"  was  published.  It  con- 
cerned "School  Thy  Feelings,"  and  a  part  of  Elder 
Whitney's  article  follows: 

♦Serving  as  Sunday  School  chorister  in  Burlingame  Ward  of  San 
Mateo  Stake,  D.  Sterling  Wheelwright  has  been  active  in  music  for 
many  years.  Dr.  Wheelwright  was  assistant  director  of  the  Salt 
Lake  Tabernacle  Choir  and  secretary  of  the  General  Music  Com- 
mittee, 1936-37.  While  in  Washington,  D.C.,  1937-43,  he  was  music 
director  and  organist  and  played  some  700  recitals  in  the  Washing- 
ton D.C.,  LDS  Chapel.  Since  1946,  Dr.  Wheelwright  has  been  professor 
of  music  and  humanities  at  San  Francisco  State  College,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Calif.  He  holds  both  bachelor  and  master  of  music  degrees 
from  Northwestern  University,  and  M.Ed,  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Maryland.  He  has  studied  organ  and  piano  under 
Mona  Smith,  John  J.  McClellan,  Tracy  Y.  Cannon,  and  Edward  P. 
Kimball.  He  and  his  wife,  Edna  Cragun  Wheelwright,  have  two 
children. 
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Here  was  one  who  knew  himself  to  be  "falsely, 
basely  slandered"  pleading,  not  with  his  accuser,  but 
with  himself,  against  the  passing  of  condemnation 
"on  friend  or  foe"  Rather  an  unusual  circumstance, 
was  it  not?  And  yet,  quite  in  keeping  with  the  divine 
admonitions:  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged," 
"Vengeance  is  Mine — I  will  repay." 

Except  for  the  infamy  of  his  act,  I  could  almost 
thank  "the  accuser  of  the  brethren"  for  that  "quiet 
slander,"  which  wounded  the  poet's  sensitive  soul 
and  gave  us  as  the  indirect  and  unintended  result 
this  beautiful  hymn,  which  has  cheered  and  com- 
forted for  over  sixty  years  the  hearts  of  tens  of 
thousands.  Moreover,  I  will  venture  to  assert  that 
the  would-be  destroyer  of  his  brother's  fair  fame  did 
not  profit  by  what  he  had  done,  while  the  one  whom 
he  wronged  was  benefited  by  the  painful  experience. 
Thenceforth  he  could  sympathize,  as  never  before, 
with  those  similarly  placed.3 

What  shall  we  do  with  this  hymn  of  truth?  We 
can  apply  that  law  of  learning  which  tells  us  that 
repetition  creates  lasting  impressions.  The  forces  of 
memory  are  strengthened  by  thoughtful  review 
rather  than  by  parroting. 

The  question  answers  itself:  Learn  this  hymn 
by  memory,  and  sing  it  frequently.  By  custom  it  is 
sung  to  the  tune  of  an  old  home  song,  "The  Vacant 
Chair,"  composed  by  George  F.  Root,  editor  and  pub- 
lisher, about  a  century  ago.  This  melody,  appearing 
as  No.  340  in  our  hymnal,  is  arranged  for  male  voices; 
but  it  is  equally  suited  to  singing  by  children  and  a 
mixed  congregation.  (Note  that  the  opening  melody 
there  appears  in  the  alto  part  for  the  first  three  lines, 
which  are  repeated  as  a  refrain  to  the  five  stanzas 
taken  there  from  the  original  verse  of  eleven  stan- 
zas.) 

This  hymn  is  easily  committed  to  memory,  for  it 
abounds  in  rich  and  cherished  phrases:  "warm  im- 
pulsive soul,"  "wisdom's  voice  control,"  "power  in 
the  cool  collected  mind,"  "passion  shatters,"  "hear 
defense  before  deciding,"  "keep  thy  rising  anger 
down."  In  the  home,  classroom,  and  the  worship 
service  hymn  practice,  all  will  enjoy  repeating  these 
words,  with  and  without  the  tune. 

Also  to  be  used  as  a  rich  source  in  training  our- 
selves for  right  relationships  is  Hymn  No.  188, 
"Truth  Reflects  upon  Our  Senses."  After  nearly  a 
half  century,  the  present  writer  recalls  an  eager 
mother  teaching  her  children  in  the  home,  "Judge 
not,  that  ye  be  not  judged."  How  powerfully  can 
you  make  these  singing  inspirations  work  in  behalf 
of  our  Sunday  School  teachings? 


3Pyper,  George  D„  Stories  of  Latter-day  Saint  Hymns,  1939  edition; 
Deseret  News  Press,  pages  158,  159. 
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SCHOOL  THY  FEELINGS 

School  thy  feelings,  0  my  brother; 
Train  thy  warm  impulsive  soul; 
Do  not  its  emotions  smother, 
But  let  wisdom's  voice  control. 
School  thy  feelings;  there  is  power 
In  the  cool,  collected  mind; 
Passion  shatters  reason's  tower, 
Makes  the  clearest  vision  blind. 
(Chorus) 

School  thy  feelings;  condemnation 
Never  pass  on  friend  or  foe, 
Though  the  tide  of  accusation 
Like  a  flood  of  truth  may  flow. 
Hear  defense  before  deciding, 
And  a  ray  of  light  may  gleam; 
Showing  thee  what  filth  is  hiding 
Underneath  the  shallow  stream. 
(Chorus) 

Should  affliction's  acrid  vial, 
Burst  o'er  thy  unsheltered  head, 
School  thy  feelings  to  the  trial; 
Half  its  bitterness  hath  fled. 
Art  thou  falsely,  basely,  slandered? 
Does  the  world  begin  to  frown? 
Gauge  thy  wrath  by  wisdom's  standard; 
Keep  thy  rising  anger  down. 
(Chorus) 

Rest  thyself  on  this  assurance; 
Time's  a  friend  to  innocence, 
And  the  patient,  calm  endurance 
Wins  respect  and  aids  defense. 
No  blest  minds  have  finest  feeling; 
Quiv'ring  strings  a  breath  can  move; 
And  the  gospel's  sweet  revealings, 
Tune  them  with  the  key  of  love. 
(Chorus) 

Hearts  so  sensitively  molded, 
Strongly  fortified  should  be, 
Train'd  to  firmness  and  enfolded 
In  a  calm  tranquility. 
Wound  not  wilfully  another; 
Conquer  haste  with  reason's  might; 
School  thy  feelings,  sister,  brother; 
Train  them  in  the  path  of  right. 
(Chorus) 

Chorus 

School  thy  feelings,  O  my  brother; 
Train  thy  warm  impulsive  soul; 
Do  not  its  emotions  smother, 
But  let  wisdom's  voice  control. 
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SHE  was  a  gifted  student.  Scholastically  she  had 
achieved  very  high  marks;  and,  as  one  talked 
with  her,  one  became  aware  of  her  ability  to  think 
clearly  in  many  areas.  But  now  she  was  in  deep  sor- 
row. This  was  her  first  year  at  the  university,  and 
she  was  experiencing  a  conflict  which,  as  yet,  she 
had  been  unable  to  resolve. 

"I  love  my  father;  but,  ever  since  I  can  remem- 
ber, he  has  told  me  what  to  do.  Even  decisions  that 
seem  trivial  have  been  made  by  him.  When  I  came 
to  college  he  told  me  what  my  major  should  be. 
He  had  some  very  good  reasons — reasons,  that  is, 
that  made  sense  from  his  point  of  view.  But  since 
I  have  been  here,  I  have  found  that  other  things 
appeal  to  me  much  more  than  the  major  he  sug- 
gested. My  dilemma  is  that  if  I  tell  him  I  do  not 
want  to  major  in  the  subject  he  has  indicated,  it 
may  hurt  his  feelings.  One  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments says  that  one  should  honor  his  father  and 


(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  August  11,  "How  Much  Freedom?";  for 
Course  13,  lesson  of  November  24,  "Responsibility";  and  for  parents 
and  prospective  parents.) 


She  was  a  gifted  student  and  a  good  scholar,  but  she  was 
experiencing  emotional  difficulties  because  she  was  trying 
to  fulfill  only  the  goals  of  her  father  and  not  her  own. 


EXPECTATIONS 
for  our  children 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

mother.  Does  this  mean  that  one  does  everything 
one's  parents  ask  him  to  do,  even  though  he  doesn't 
feel  right  about  it?" 

A  university  counselor  sees  many  individuals  like 
this  girl.  It  is,  therefore,  legitimate  to  ask,  "What 
expectations  should  one  have  for  his  children?"  In 
order  to  answer  the  question,  one  must  define  rather 
carefully  the  responsibilities  and  the  rights  that  one 
has  as  a  parent  in  relationship  to  his  child.  The 
following  ideas  are  of  great  significance. 

1.  A  parent  is  older  and  should  have  more  knowl- 
edge, wisdom,  and  experience  than  his  children  in 
many  important  areas.  Our  Heavenly  Father  has 
given  instructions  that  we  should  make  this  knowl- 
edge, wisdom,  and  experience  available  to  our  chil- 
dren so  that  they  do  not  make  unnecessary  mistakes 
or  have  to  learn  everything  the  hard  way.  In  the  six- 
ty-eighth section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  He 
has  said  that  parents  should  teach  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  to  their  children.  In  order  for  the 
children  to  learn  these  principles,  the  parents  should 
set  them  a  good  example,  should  systematically  ex- 
plain a  given  principle,  and  should  take  advantage  of 
the  "teaching  moments"  to  make  their  meaning  clear. 

Thus,  one  could  say  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
expects  parents,  who  are  His  children,  to  help  others 
of  His  children — the  children  of  these  earthly  par- 
ents— to  understand  the  Gospel.  Earthly  parents 
should,  therefore,  expect  that  this  should  be  one  of 
the  main  obligations  they  have  concerning  their  chil- 
dren. 

2.  Every  child  has  great  potentials.  Parents 
should  help  their  children  realize  those  potentials 
desired  by  our  Heavenly  Father.  Our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther wants  us  to  understand  His  teachings,  to  grow 
in  knowledge  and  wisdom,  to  be  able  to  think  for 
ourselves.  It  was  the  Lord  who  said,  "For  behold, 
it  is  not  meet  that  I  should  command  in  all  things; 
for  he  that  is  compelled  in  all  things,  the  same  is  a 
slothful  and  not  a  wise  servant;  wherefore  he  re- 
ceive th  no  reward.    Verily  I  say,  men  should  be 
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THIRTY-FIFTH   IN  A  SERIES  ON  GOSPEL  TEACHING   IN  THE  HOME 


anxiously  engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and  to  do  many 
things  of  their  own  free  will,  and  bring  to  pass  much 
righteousness;  for  the  power  is  in  them,  wherein  they 
are  agents  unto  themselves.  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  58:26-28.) 

In  one  sense,  therefore,  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  a  parent  to  help  his  children  emancipate  them- 
selves. That  is,  they  should  learn  to  think  for 
themselves,  to  make  intelligent  decisions  on  their 
own,  and  to  acquire  a  confidence  in  dealing  with  life. 

Of  course,  in  another  sense,  there  should  be  no 
emancipation.  A  child's  love  should  increase  for 
his  parents  as  the  years  go  by.  As  he  himself  ma- 
tures, he  can  appreciate  more  fully  the  good  his 
parents  have  done  for  him  if  they  have  treated  him 
as  our  Heavenly  Father  would  have  them  treat  him. 

3.  A  parent  should  consider  the  special  qualities 
of  his  child.  His  gifts  and  abilities,  in  some  ways, 
may  differ  from  those  of  his  parents.  Because  a 
father  has  exceptional  talent  in  mathematics,  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  his  son  will  have  the  same 
talent.  Perhaps  his  son  has  artistic  gifts  in  music, 
literature,  or  in  some  other  field.  To  force  him  to 
study  mathematics,  when  he  has  limited  ability  and 
small  interest,  is  to  do  a  disservice  to  him. 

Each  individual  has  a  right  to  make  certain 
kinds  of  decisions  for  himself.  Certainly  in  making 
these  decisions  he  should  consult  his  parents  to  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  their  experience,  knowledge,  and 
wisdom.  In  fact,  he  should  get  the  best  knowledge 
possible  in  making  any  decision.  He  should  also 
ask  for  the  help  of  the  Lord.  The  ninth  section  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  makes  clear  the  pro- 
cedure he  should  follow.  This  section  was  given  to 
Oliver  Cowdery  as  a  revelation  and  gives  him  some 
insight  as  to  why  he  had  failed  in  his  translation 
efforts.  "Behold,  you  have  not  understood;  you 
have  supposed  that  I  would  give  it  unto  you,  when 
you  took  no  thought  save  it  was  to  ask  me.  But, 
behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study  it  out 
in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be  right, 
and  if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom  shall 
burn  within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that  it  is 
right."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:7,  8.) 

Thus,  there  is  a  sensitive  difference  between  one's 
obligation  to  guide  his  children  according  to  the  way 
the  Lord  has  instructed  and  his  obligation  to  let 
them  grow  from  within,  and  to  exercise  their  own 
free  agency  in  affairs  where  it  is  their  right  to  exer- 
cise that  agency.  If  a  parent  behaves  in  this  way, 
his  child  usually  perceives  that  everything  is  being 
done  to  help  him  achieve  the  destiny  for  which  his 
Heavenly  Father  created  him.     The  child  knows 


that  his  parents  are  not  asking  him  to  pursue  goals 
or  do  things  simply  because  they  are  goals  of  the 
parents.  He  realizes  that  these  goals  would  bring 
him  the  maximum  joy.  The  child  then  thinks  of 
his  parents  as  giving  unselfishly  to  him.  In  most 
cases,  such  a  child  will  respond  by  feeling  a  deep 
love  for  and  appreciation  of  his  parents  and  by  re- 
sponding in  the  same  way  to  his  own  children. 

Library  File  Reference:  Family  Life. 


SUGGESTED  AGENDA  FOR 

HOME   EVENING 

Prayer. 

Hymn:  "In  Humility,  Our  Saviour,"  Hymns— Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  49.  Family. 

Discussion:  What  each  family  member  learned  in  his 
last  Sunday  School  class  and  how  he  will  apply  it 
in  his  life. 

Musical  Number. 

Lesson: 

The  parents  might  spend  some  time  alone  in  dis- 
cussing what  the  goals  are  that  they  have  for  their 
children.  Are  these  the  kinds  of  goals  our  Heav- 
enly Father  has  for  us? 

The  parents  might  then  discuss  these  goals  with 
their  children.  They  could  try  to  make  clear  to 
their  children  that  they,  as  parents,  have  an  obliga- 
tion to  guide  them  and  help  them  live  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  But  they  should 
also  convey  to  them  the  understanding  that  they 
realize  that  the  children  have  the  right  to  make 
decisions  of  their  own  and  to  exercise  their  free 
agency,  as  indicated  by  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Perhaps  the  parents  might  outline  some  ways  in 
which  the  children  could  be  guided  and  helped  in 
making  decisions.  It  could  be  indicated  that  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  parents  to  indicate  to  the  chil- 
dren when  they  think  a  decision  is  not  a  good  de- 
cision. But  as  the  child  grows  older,  he  should  ac- 
quire an  increasing  skill  in  making  choices. 

Song:  "Give  Me  the  Joy  of  Living,"  The  Children 
Sing,  page  123. — Children. 

Give  me  the  joy  of  living,  some  glorious  work  to  do! 
A  spirit  of  thanksgiving  with  loyal  heart  and  true. 
Some  lonely  path  to  brighten  where  tired  feet  now 

stray, 
Some  burden  yet  to  lighten,  to  work  while  yet  'tis  day. 
Still  for  the  Master  gleaning,  let  heart  and  hand  be 

strong, 
Oh,  let  me  know  life's  meaning,  and  sing  its  sweetest 

song. 
With  faithful  hearts  to  love  me  let  me  nobly  fill  my 

place 
And  reach  that  heav'n  above  me  by  His  approving 

grace. 

Give  me  the  joy  of  living,  some  glorious  work  to  do; 
Give  me  the  joy  of  living,  with  loyal  heart  and  true. 

Scripture  Memorization:   The  family  will  memorize 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  58:26,  27. 
Hymn:  "Choose  the  Right,"  Hymns,  No.  110.— Family. 
Closing  Prayer. 
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NO  ELECTIONS 
IN  THE  CHURCH 


by  Golden  L.  Berrett* 

Those  who  preside  or  teach  in  any  organization 
within  the  Church  are  expected  to  set  the  example, 
in  word  and  deed,  for  other  members  to  follow.  In 
order  to  preside,  teach,  or  function  as  an  officer  in 
any  auxiliary  organization  or  class  within  that  organ- 
ization, the  duties  of  that  calling  or  appointment 
should  be  studied  and  learned  as  thoroughly  as  pos- 
sible before  attempting  to  act. 

Through  revelation  the  Lord  has  instructed  His 
members  not  to  be  rulers  nor  dictators,  but  to  gain 
the  love  and  confidence  of  others  by  kindness,  persua- 
sion, gentleness  of  spirit,  love  unfeigned,  and  an  ex- 
ample that  is  above  reproach  and  above  the  reach  of 
unjust  criticism.  By  such  methods,  leaders  and  offi- 
cers teach  the  way  of  salvation  by  expressions  of  pre- 
cept and  personal  examples  which  are  in  harmony 
with  the  Master  who  said,  "Follow  me."  Neverthe- 
less, on  occasion  it  will  be  necessary  to  reprove  with 
sharpness. 

No  person  nor  class  of  persons  in  the  Church  is 
expected  to  set  up  regulations  nor  act  except  under 
the  direction  of  those  who  are  called,  appointed,  and 
sustained  to  preside  over  them  by  those  in  the  au- 
thority of  the  Priesthood.  These  principles  of  pre- 
siding hold  true  for  the  entire  Church  at  all  levels — 
branch,  mission,  ward,  stake,  etc.  Confusion  and 
misunderstanding  are  avoided  when  auxiliary  officers 
and  teachers  follow  their  handbooks  of  instruction, 
which  are  intended  to  regulate  and  govern  the  organ- 
izations for  which  they  were  published. 

Joy  of  service  is  exemplified  by  presiding  officers 
and  teachers  who  follow  the  suggestions  in  The  1961 
Sunday  School  Handbook.  Order  and  cooperation 
by  the  teaching  staff  is  manifest  in  Sunday  Schools, 
both  in  the  worship  service  and  in  the  classes,  when 
these  officers  and  teachers  are  in  harmony  with  ap- 
proved procedures. 

The  enlistment  program,  as  suggested  in  the 
Handbook,  pages  67  to  73,  seems  to  have  been  a 
great  directing  force  in  upgrading  the   enlistment 


efforts  of  Sunday  Schools  throughout  the  Church. 
Yet,  there  is  considerable  room  for  added  improve- 
ment in  carrying  out  this  program. 

The  duties,  functions,  and  responsibilities  of 
stake  and  ward  organizations  are  clearly  defined. 
Where  class  teachers,  class  officers,  and  class  mem- 
bers have  cooperated,  unusual  responses  to  specific 
assignments  have  resulted  in  the  activation  of  addi- 
tional members. 

We  are  constantly  urged  to  study  the  Handbook 
and  follow  the  suggestions  which  have  been  devel- 
oped and  passed  on  to  Sunday  School  workers.  There 
would  be  no  such  thing  as  elections  in  Sunday  School 
classes  by  the  class  members  if  these  recommenda- 
tions were  followed;  because  the  order  is  that  Sunday 
School  class  officers  are  recommended  by  teachers 
and  Sunday  School  superintendency,  and  approved 
by  the  bishopric,  then  presented  to  and  sustained 
by  class  members.  They  are  not  nominated  by  class 
members  nor  elected  by  class  members.  (See  The 
Instructor,  June,  1963,  page  213.) 

The  law  of  common  consent  is  the  rule  in  the 
Church.  This  means  government  by  consent  of  the 
governed,  which  also  involves  the  sustaining  vote  and 
support  of  officers  and  teachers  by  the  members  they 
teach  or  preside  over.  There  are  no  elections 
in  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 


*  Active  in  the  Church  seminary  program  for  many  years,  Golden 
L.  Berrett,  member  of  the  General  Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union,  has  served  as  principal  of  seminaries  in  Duchesne, 
Sandy,  and  Union  Hillcrest  Schools.  Brother  Berrett  has  worked 
extensively  in  the  Church.  He  has  been  a  bishop  and  member  of  a 
bishopric,  high  councilman  and  member  of  a  stake  presidency,  and 
other  positions.  Brother  Berrett  graduated  from  Utah  State  Agri- 
cultural College  and  has  since  taken  numerous  courses  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah  and  Brigham  Young  University.  He  is  married  to 
Caroline  Kimball,  and  they  have  eight  children. 
Library  File  Reference :    Sunday  Schools — Mormon — Local  Leadership. 


(For  Course  7,  lesson  of  October  13,  "Prophets  Direct  the  Church"; 
for  Course  9,  lessons  of  October  13  and  November  3:  "A  Leader  Seeks 
the  Lord  in  Righteousness"  and  "A  Leader  Obeys  the  Lord's  Proph- 
ets"; and  for  all  Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers.) 


A  class  officer  is  not  chosen  by  his  fellow  class  members; 
he  is  selected  by  his  teacher  and  the  superintendency  with 
the  approval  of  the  bishopric,  and  sustained  by  his  class 
members.    This  is  according  to  the  law  of  common  consent. 


286 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


.~w\ 


The  Lesson  from  the  Potter 


THE  STORY 

The  moment  of  impact  is  near  at  hand.  Jeremiah,  prophet  to  the  Judean 
nation  about  600  B.C.,  drops  a  potter's  earthen  jar.  On  striking  the  ground, 
the  brittle-baked  clay  is  fractured  into  fragments. 

Jeremiah  is  acting  under  divine  command  from  the  Lord.  The  breaking 
of  the  potter's  vessel  symbolizes  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  promises  to  deal 
with  Judah,  unless  Judah  repents.  Now,  the  Lord's  spokesman,  Jeremiah, 
speaks:  ".  .  .  Even  so  will  I  break  this  people  and  this  city,  as  one  breaketh  a 
potter's  vessel,  that  cannot  be  made  whole  again.  .  .  ."  (Jeremiah  19:11.) 

This  event  foreshadows  the  ruin  and  captivity  of  Judah.  Its  message  is 
impressive;  its  impact  is  as  shattering  to  Judean  pride  as  it  is  to  the  potter's  jar. 

Preceding  the  above  dramatic  lesson,  using  also  the  symbolism  of  pottery, 
was  Jeremiah's  visit  to  a  place  where  pottery  was  made.  The  narrative  at  the 
beginning  of  Jeremiah  18  tells  how  Jeremiah  was  commanded  by  the  Lord  to 
visit  a  potter,  view  the  potter's  work,  and  hear  the  words  of  the  Lord.  (See 
Jeremiah  18:1-3.) 

Then  I  went  down  to  the  potter's  house,  and,  behold,  he  wrought 
a  work  on  the  wheels.  And  the  vessel  that  he  made  of  clay  was 
marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter:  so  he  made  it  again  another  vessel, 
as  seemed  good  to  the  potter  to  make  it.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  me  saying,  O  house  of  Israel,  cannot  I  do  with  you  as  this 
potter?  saith  the  Lord.  Behold,  as  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's  hand,  so 
are  ye  in  mine  hand,  O  house  of  Israel.  — Jeremiah  18:3-6. 

The  Lord  has  compared  Judah  in  His  hand  with  a  vessel  on  a  potter's 
wheel.  And  so,  too,  is  it  with  nations  and  also  with  individuals.  Mortal  souls, 
though  many  be  unaware  of  it,  are  subject  to  the  Lord,  even  as  clay  is  to  the 
potter.  And  as  Roy  A.  Welker  writes:  ".  .  .  although  man  has  his  free  agency, 
he  is  still  accountable  to  God,  and  cannot  ignore  Him  and  His  word  with 
impunity."1 

Where  the  potter  finds  the  clay  stubborn  and  hard  to  work  and  must 
take  away  or  add  new  clay  to  reshape  the  mold,  so  must  the  Lord  work  — 
at  times  —  in  remolding  nations  and  individuals. 

Other  writers  in  the  scriptures  have  also  used  the  symbolism  of  pottery 
to  clarify  man's  relationship  to  his  Heavenly  Father.  (See  Isaiah  29:16,  45:9, 
and  64:8;  and  Romans  9:20,  21.)  Prompting  this  usage  of  the  pottery  symbol- 
ism may  be  the  fact  that  pottery  is  one  of  the  most  common  and  the  most 
ancient  of  all  items  made  by  man.2  And  it  would,  therefore,  be  one  of  the 
clearest  and  most  easily  understood  examples. 


(For  Course   19,  lesson  of  October  20,  "The  Dispersion  and  Gathering  of  Israel";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of 
November  3,  "Free  Agency  and  Choice";  and  of  general  interest.) 

1  Welker,   Roy  A.,  Spiritual  Values  of  the  Old  Testament,  1952  edition;  Paragon  Printing  Co.,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  page  277. 

2  The  International  Standard  Bible  Encyclopedia,  Vol.  IV,  1915  edition;  The  Howard-Severance  Co.,  Chi- 
cago; page   2426. 

(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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The  Lesson  from  the  Potter 


THE  STORY  (Concluded) 

"While  living  in  Jerusalem,"  writes  Dr.  Sidney  B.  Sperry,  "I  often  used  to 
visit  a  potter  and  watch  him  make  vessels  of  clay."  Dr.  Sperry  tells  how  the 
potter  would  make  many  different  vessels.  "All  usually  went  well  with  his 
labors,"  he  continues  relating,  "until  he  got  hold  of  a  batch  of  clay  that  would 
not  work  as  it  should.  The  only  recourse  then  was  to  take  the  clay  off  the 
wheel,  possibly  add  other  clay  to  it,  and  knead  the  whole  again  until  it  as- 
sumed the  proper  consistency.  Then  it  could  be  used  again  in  fashioning  the 
desired  product."3 

Comparing  his  experience  to  that  of  Jeremiah  and  the  pottery  incident, 
Dr.  Sperry  concludes:  "The  Lord  had  Jeremiah  view  a  potter  at  work  and 
turned  the  incident  into  a  useful  lesson.  Even  as  a  potter  reworks  his  clay 
when  it  proves  stubborn  and  hard  to  handle,  so  the  Lord  finds  it  necessary 
to  deal  with  nations. . .  ."4 


3  Sperry,  Sidney  B.,  The  Voice  of  Israel,  1952  edition;  Deseret  Book  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  173. 

4  A  Commentary  on  the  Bible,  1924  edition;  The  Macmillan  Co.,  New  York;  page  468. 


THE  PICTURE 

The  painting,  "The  Lesson  from  the  Potter"  by  Domenico  Mastrojanni, 
illustrates  vividly  the  pottery-breaking  event  in  ]eremiah  19:1,  10,  11.  Despite 
some  bright  colors  used  by  the  artist,  the  painting  seems  somber  and  ominous. 
The  broken  fragments  of  pottery  and  adroit  use  of  greys  in  the  background 
depict  a  sinister  warning,  a  warning  to  all  nations  and  peoples  who  ignore  the 
prophecies  and  commandments  of  the  Lord. 

Comparing  the  dealings  of  Jehovah  and  man  with  a  potter  and  his  clay, 
this  scene  is  a  stark  indication  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  only  altering 
must  take  the  form  of  a  breaking  or  an  overthrowing.4 

The  pictured  setting  is  unique.  Jeremiah  has  been  commanded  to  take 
special  persons  with  him  —  leading  laymen  and  priests  —  to  a  place  by  a  city 
gate,  where  he  is  to  break  an  earthen  jar.  (See  Jeremiah  19:1,  2.) 

The  jar  was  dropped  and  broken;  with  its  breaking,  the  hopes  of  Judah 
were  shattered.  Soon  after  that,  the  nation  of  Judah  was  taken  into  captivity 
and  dispersed. 

May  the  sharp  lesson  given  to  Judah  through  Jeremiah  serve  as  a  reminder 
to  men  in  the  latter  days:  ".  .  .  Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments.  .  .  . 
For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment.  .  .  ."  (Ecclesiastes  12:13,  14.) 

—  Paid  R.  Hoopes. 


LIBRARY  FILE  REFERENCE:  Jeremiah. 


The  Sons  of  Adam  and  Eve 


A   FLANNELBOARD   STORY 
BY  MARIE    F.    FELT 


This  truly  is  a  beautiful  world  in  which  we  live. 
It  is  beautiful  regardless  of  which  part  of  the  earth 
we  live  on.  Our  Heavenly  Father  created  it  that 
way.  He  also  gave  us  water,  seeds,  plants,  trees, 
and  many  more  things  to  cultivate  and  grow. 

Long,  long  ago,  there  lived  two  men.  They  were 
the  sons  of  Adam  and  Eve,  who  had  been  sent  out 
from  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Both  of  these  men  learned 
to  work  hard.  Their  parents  had  taught  them  to 
do  this.  Cain,  who  was  the  older  of  the  two,  chose 
to  be  a  farmer.  He  tilled  [worked  with]  the  ground. 
He  planted  vegetables,  fruit  trees,  and  bushes  that 
bore  fruit.  (See  Genesis  4:2.) 

Abel,  his  brother,  chose  to  raise  sheep;  and  he 
was  a  good  shepherd.  (See  Genesis  4:2.) 
jm  Our  Heavenly  Father  had  commanded  them  to 
^^  offer  sacrifices  to  Him.  We  are  told  that  "...  he 
gave  unto  them  commandments,  that  they  should 
worship  the  Lord  their  God,  and  should  offer  the 
firstlings  of  their  flocks,  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
And  Adam  [their  father]  was  obedient  unto  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord. 

"And  after  many  days  an  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  Adam,  saying:  Why  dost  thou  offer  sacri- 
fices unto  the  Lord?  And  Adam  said  unto  him:  I 
know  not,  save  the  Lord  commanded  me."  (Moses 
5:5,6.) 

Then  the  angel  told  him:  ".  .  .  This  thing  is  a 
similitude  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  Only  Begotten  of 
the  Father, . .  .  wherefore,  thou  shalt  do  all  that  thou 
doest  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  and  thou  shalt  repent 
and  call  upon  God  in  the  name  of  the  Son  forever- 
more. 

I  "And  Adam  and  Eve  blessed  the  name  of  God, 

and  they  made  all  things  known  unto  their  sons  and 
their  daughters."  (Moses  5:7,  8,  12.) 

Instead  of  accepting  the  teachings  of  his  parents, 
".  .  .  Cain  hearkened  not,  saying:  Who  is  the  Lord 
that  I  should  know  him?"  (Moses  5:17.)    We  are 

(For  Course  5,  lesson  of  September  8,  "Am  I  My  Brother's  Keep-, 
er?"  for  Course  la,  lesson  of  October  27,  "Our  Friends  and  Neigh- 
bors"; and  for  lessons  on  obedience  and  doing  what  is  right.) 


told  that  ".  . .  Cain  loved  Satan  more  than  God.  . . ." 
(Moses  5:18.) 

Now  Satan  may  have  known  that  in  order  for 
an  offering  to  be  accepted  by  our  Heavenly  Father  it 
must  be  made  willingly  and  cheerfully.  He  may  also 
have  known  that  Cain  would  not  be  cheerful  nor  will- 
ing to  offer  sacrifices;  so  he  (Satan)  "...  commanded 
him,  saying:  Make  an  offering  unto  the  Lord." 
(Moses  5:18.) 

In  response  to  Satan's  command,  and  not  be- 
cause he  really  wanted  to,  ".  .  .  Cain  brought  of  the 
fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 

"And  Abel  he  also  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his 
flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  And  the  Lord  had  re- 
spect unto  Abel,  and  to  his  offering."  (Moses  5:19, 
20.)  He  knew  that  Abel  had  brought  the  best  that 
he  had,  willingly  and  with  love  in  his  heart. 

"But  unto  Cain,  and  to  his  offering,  he  had  not 
respect.  Now  Satan  knew  this,  and  it  pleased  him. 
And  Cain  was  very  wroth  [angry]  and  his  counte- 
nance [the  expression  on  his  face]  fell."  (Moses 
5:21.) 

When  the  Lord  saw  this,  He  spoke  to  Cain.  He 
asked  him  why  he  was  angry  and  why  he  looked  as 
he  did.  Then  He  said  that,  if  he  did  as  he  had  been 
commanded,  his  offering  would  be  accepted;  other- 
wise, it  would  not  be.  The  Lord  also  told  him  that 
if  he  did  not  offer  his  best  willingly  and  gladly,  he 
would  belong  to  Satan,  and  his  doings  would  be  ac- 
cording to  Satan's  desires.  That  was  because  ".  .  . 
he  had  rejected  the  greater  counsel  which  was  had 
from  God.  .  .  ."  (Moses  5:25.) 

Cain  was  really  angry,  ".  .  .  and  listened  not  any 
more  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  neither  to  Abel,  his 
brother,  who  walked  in  holiness  before  the  Lord." 
(Moses  5:26.) 

One  day  Satan  told  Cain  that  he  would  deliver 
Abel  into  Cain's  hands  so  that  Cain  might  kill  his 
brother  and  take  everything  Abel  had.  The  influence 
of  Satan  had  made  Cain  greedy,  selfish,  and  envious. 
He  wanted  to  have  all  that  his  brother  had. 

Soon  after  Cain  went  into  the  field  and  talked 
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with  Abel.  ".  .  .  It  came  to  pass  that  while  they  were 
in  the  field,  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel,  his  brother, 
and  slew  him. 

"And  Cain  gloried  in  that  which  he  had  done, 
saying:  I  am  free;  surely  the  flocks  of  my  brother 
falleth  into  my  hands."  (Moses  5:32,  33.) 

After  this  happened,  ".  .  .  the  Lord  said  unto 
Cain:  Where  is  Abel,  thy  brother?"  Then  Cain  pre- 
tended not  to  know  and  said,  "...  I  know  not.  Am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?"  (Moses  5:34.) 

But  the  Lord  knew  what  Cain  had  done.  (He  can 
tell  what  each  of  us  do,  too. )  With  great  regret  He 
told  Cain  what  his  punishment  would  be.  He  said: 
"When  thou  tillest  the  ground  it  shall  not  hence- 
forth yield  unto  thee  her  strength.  A  fugitive  [a  run- 
away] and  a  vagabond  [a  wanderer]  shalt  thou  be 
in  the  earth."  (Moses  5:37.) 

Then  Cain  tried  offering  excuses,  as  do  most 
people  who  do  wrong.  He  said:  ".  .  .  Satan  tempted 
me  because  of  my  brother's  flocks.  And  I  was  wroth 
also;  for  his  offering  thou  didst  accept  and  not  mine; 
my  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear."  (Moses 
5:38.) 

Cain  told  the  Lord  also  that  he  was  afraid  now, 
afraid  that  ".  .  .  he  that  findeth  me  will  slay  me, 
because  of  mine  iniquities  [bad  acts],  for  these 
things  are  not  hid  from  the  Lord."  (Moses  5:39.) 

But  the  Lord  told  him:  ".  .  .  Whosoever  slayeth 
thee,  vengeance  shall  be  taken  on  him  sevenfold." 
(Moses  5:40.)  Then  the  Lord  set  a  mark  upon  Cain 
so  that  anyone  finding  him  would  not  kill  him. 


SCENE    I 


ORDER 
OF  SCENES 


"And  Cain  was  shut  out  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  with  his  wife  and  many  of  his  brethren 
dwelt  in  the  land  of  Nod,  on  the  east  of  Eden." 
(Moses  5:41.) 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Characters  and  Props  Needed  for  This  Presentation  Are: 

Adam  and  Eve.  (OT76.) 

An  angel  questioning  Adam.  (OT77.) 

Farm  produce  for  the  altar.  (OT79.) 

Cain  as  an  angry,  jealous  brother.  (OT80.) 

Abel  with  a  lamb.  (OT81.) 

Sons  and  daughters  of  Adam  and  Eve.  (OT82.) 

Adam  offering  a  sacrifice.  (OT83.) 

An  altar.  (OT84.) 

A  flock  of  sheep.  (OT85.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 
Scene  I: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene  showing  an  altar   (OT84) 

upon  which  a  lamb  is  seen  as  a  sacrifice. 
Action:  Adam  (OT76)  sacrifices  the  lamb.  As  he  does 
this,    an    angel    (OT77)    appears   and   asks    why. 
Adam  answers. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Adam  and  Eve  (OT76)  are  seen  teaching  their 
children  (OT82)  the  law  of  sacrifice  as  the  par- 
ents had  learned  it  from  God.  Cain's  face  shows 
contempt  and  disregard.  Abel's  face  indicates  faith 
and  belief. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene.  Same  as  Scene  I,  with 
an  altar  for  sacrificial  purposes  in  the  foreground. 

Action:  Cain's  offering  of  produce  of  his  fields  (OT79) 
lies  at  one  side  of  the  altar.  Abel's  lamb,  one  of 
his  best,  is  seen  (OT81)  on  the  other  side.  Cain's 
face  and  manner  (OT80)  indicates  contempt,  jeal- 
ousy and  disappointment.  His  offering  has  not 
been  accepted.  Abel's  face  (OT81)  indicates  grati- 
tude, appreciation,  unselfishness,  and  generosity. 
His  offering  has  been  accepted. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  In  a  meadow. 

Action:  Cain  (OT80)  is  standing  upright.  It  is  just 
after  the  killing  of  his  brother,  Abel;  and  he  is 
saying  to  himself,  ".  ..lam  free;  surely  the  flocks 
of  my  brother  falleth  into  my  hands."  {Moses  5:33.) 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  IV. 

Action:  As  he  stands  there,  Cain  (OT80)  hears  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  asking  about  Abel.  Cain  says, 
".  .  .  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"  (Moses  5:34.) 
He  then  hears  from  the  Lord  what  his  punishment 
will  be.  He  says,  ".  .  .  My  punshiment  is  greater 
than  I  can  bear."  (Moses  5:38.) 

Library  File  Reference:  Cain. 
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It  Takes  Courage 

<*©M@*5  s^M®^  <*©M©i»s>  <*S©M<§3!*>  c^g)M@^>  c^M®^  «N©M@?S*> 


by  Anna  Johnson* 


When  Failure  Strikes 

When  failure  smites  a  soul  to  earth, 
His  faith  will  stand  him  up  again, 
And  give  him  courage  to  go  forth 
In  service  to  his  fellow  men. 

Your  Goal 

Be  the  soul  you  wish  to  be, 
Start  this  very  minute. 
Mark  your  goal  with  courage 
And  stick  until  you  win  it. 

To  A  Loser 

It  takes  a  lot  of  courage, 
In  games  of  work  and  play, 
To  take  defeat  while  cheering 
The  team  that  won  today. 

It  is  a  noble  winner 
Whose  heart  and  lips  can  say, 
I'll  work  until  I  conquer, 
And  win  the  game  some  day. 

A  Victory 

Forgetting  takes  strength  and  courage 
Whenever  a  wrong  is  done. 
With  forgiveness  and  forgetting 
A  victory  is  won. 

Make  A  Start 

The  world  needs  countless  things, 
And  you  will  be  the  man 
To  add  a  priceless  gift — 
If  you  decide  you  can. 

Dream  on  and  let  your  courage 
Awake  and  make  a  start, 
And  bring  the  richness  out 
That's  hidden  in  your  heart. 

The  Light  of  Courage 

Courage   leads  us  onward 
With  its  guiding  light 

Through  the  shades  of  darkness, 
Into  paths  of  right. 

Here  the  sun  is  shining 
Brightly  from  above. 
Here  is  peace,  rewarding 
Deeds  and  words  of  love. 


Courage  To  Conquer 

Have  courage  to  conquer 
And  work  with  a  will. 
The  conquering  spirit 
Has  courage  and  skill. 

The  mountains  will  beckon. 
The  deserts  will  call. 
The  King  in  the  Heavens 
Is  over  them  all. 

Then  pray  without  ceasing, 
And  walk  by  His  side 
With  faith  in  His  wisdom, 
For  He  is  the  Guide. 

Daring 

Courage  grows  by  daring 
To  do  a  noble  deed. 
Victory  is  shining 
Where  truth  and  wisdom  lead. 

Courage  grows  by  daring 
To  walk  the  narrow  way, 
And  speak  the  truth,  whenever 
You  have  a  word  to  say. 

God  will  help  you  always 
If  you  do  your  part. 
He  rewards  and  blesses 
The  prayerful,  trusting  heart. 

The  Brave  Man  Does 

Trust  in  the  Lord,  the  brave  man  does. 
Have  courage  to  do  the  right. 
Pray  to  the  Lord,  the  brave  man  does. 
He  walks  where  he  sees  the  light. 

Trust  in  the  Lord,  the  brave  man  does. 
Have  courage  to  do  and  say 
Words  that  are  true,  and  deeds  that  prove 
You  honestly  live  today. 

Trust  in  the  Lord,  the  brave  man  does. 
Have  courage  to  do  your  part. 
Pray  to  the  Lord,  for  He  will  bless 
The  noble  and  pure  of  heart. 


(For  Course  5,  lessons  of  October  20  and  27  and  November  3: 
"Dare  To  Do  Right,"  "Courage  To  Do  Right,"  and  "Courage  of 
Daniel  and  His  Friends.") 


*  Sister  Johnson,  who  spends  most  of  her  time  in  genealogical  re- 
search, still  finds  time  between  2  and  4  a.m.  to  write  verses  and 
jingles.  She  is  a  widely  published  writer  of  verse  and  has  had  a 
number  of  books  published:  Echoes,  Oriental  Rhymes,  Star  Dust, 
Viking  Verse,  The  Trail  of  the  Exile,  Silver  Rain,  Ships  of  Adven- 
ture, Shamrock  Lyre,  Heather  Blossoms,  Sunbeams,  Sea  Caves,  Elfin 
Islands,  and  a  volume  series  entitled  Hop  Scotch  Valley.  Sister  John- 
son has  filled  a  mission  to  Hawaii  and  served  the  Church  in  the  MIA 
and  Sunday  School  organizations.  She  was  employed  in  the  Salt 
Lake  City  office  of  the  YWMIA  for  some  36  years,  and  has  been  a 
special  feature  writer  for  the  Deseret  News.  A  native  of  Logan, 
Sister  Johnson  has  attended  for  two  years  each  the  LDS  College 
and  the  University  of  Utah.  She  has  taken  summer  courses  at  Brig- 
ham  Young  University  and  Utah  State  Agricultural  College. 
Library  File  Reference:  Courage. 
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Superintendents 


An  alert  superintendent  under- 
stands what  the  bishop  is  trying 
to  accomplish.  In  speaking  to  the 
Pharisees,  the  Saviour  said:  "...  I 
am  come  that  they  might  have  life, 
and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly.  I  am  the  good  shep- 
herd: the  good  shepherd  giveth  his 
life  for  the  sheep."  (John  10:10, 
11.) 

In  this  one  statement,  the  gen- 
eral objective  of  the  bishop  is 
stated.  First  and  foremost,  he  de- 
sires for  every  member  of  his  ward 
an  abundant  life;  and,  secondly, 
only  by  dedication  of  his  life  to  his 
calling  can  he  hope  to  reach  his 
goal. 

The  superintendent  is  the  ap- 
pointed representative  of  the  bish- 
op. The  duty  of  the  superintend- 
ent is  to  direct  the  largest  teaching 
force  in  the  bishop's  ward.  In  some 
instances  the  bishop  may  expect 
the  superintendent  to  be  account- 
able to  and  report  to  one  of  his 
counselors. 

The  bishopric  has  been  coun- 
seled in  the  General  Handbook  of 
Instructions  and  in  the  August  and 
October,  1962,  issues  of  the  Mes- 
senger, distributed  by  the  Presid- 
ing Bishopric  of  the  Church,  to 
hold  monthly  meetings  with  its 
ward  officers  and  in  some  instances 
with  the  teachers.  Where  the  op- 


THE  OBJECTIVE  OF 
THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


portunity  is  allowed,  the  superin- 
tendency  often  has  an  executive 
session  with  the  bishopric  prior  to 
the  monthly  meeting.  This  affords 
an  opportunity  for  an  indispens- 
able, mutual  understanding  of  pur- 
pose in  the  conduct  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

How  does  the  Sunday  School 
assist  the  bishopric  with  its  funda- 
mental responsibility?  Those  who 
attend  sacrament  meeting  and 
stake  conference,  who  are  mindful 
of  their  Priesthood  responsibilities, 
are  the  members  of  the  ward  who 
are  developing  or  have  attained  a 
testimony  of  the  Gospel. 

The  building  of  testimony  by 
the  Sunday  School  is  its  ultimate 
objective.  The  boy  who  is  on  the 
road  to  a  testimony  accepts  his 
call  to  go  on  a  mission.  A  young 
man  interested  in  learning  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  is  not  apt 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Senior 
Aaronic  Priesthood.  Few  things 
give  greater  satisfaction  to  a  bishop 
than  to  find  all  of  his  Priest's  quo- 
rum members  advanced  into  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood. 

Superintendents,  how  well  are 
we  building  testimony  in  our  Sun- 
day School  classes?  I  am  sure  this 
is  your  primary  concern.  It  is  the 
bishop's.  How  many  of  our  Latter- 
day  Saints  will  be  married  in  the 


temple?  How  many  are  and  will  be 
counted  among  full  tithe  payers 
and  observers  of  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom so  that  they  may  be  prepared 
to  enter  the  temple? 

A  monthly  meeting  with  the 
bishopric  and  the  ward  Sunday 
School  faculty  will  point  up  these 
overriding  considerations  that 
transcend  the  momentary  pleas- 
ures biding  for  our  time  and 
amusement. 

Yes,  the  Sunday  School  will  as- 
sist the  bishop  in  bringing  to  the 
consciousness  of  the  parents  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  home.  Parents  will 
become  more  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  family  prayers  and  the  use 
of  home  evening  for  serious  reflec- 
tion upon  the  fundamental  objec- 
tives of  life. 

The  Sunday  School  is  just  an 
integral  part  of  the  over-all  facil- 
ities under  the  direction  of  the 
bishop  for  bringing  him  greater  joy 
and  satisfaction  in  his  dedicated 
labors.  The  Sunday  School  is  in 
truth  the  great  teaching  organiza- 
tion of  the  ward  through  which 
testimony  is  being  built  and  is 
bringing  to  its  members  the  abun- 
dant life  promised  by  our  Saviour. 
— Superintendent 
Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Library  File  Reference :      Sunday    Schools — Mor- 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


When  Does  Course,  la  Advance? 

Q.  Should  the  school  date  of  September  1  or  the 
calendar  date  of  January  1  be  used  in  determining 
those  to  be  advanced  into  Course  2? 

— South  Blackfoot  Stake* 

A.  The  General  Board  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  less  confusion  if  the  January  1  date  is 
consistently  used.  This  is  an  amendment  to  the 
provision  in  The  1961  Sunday  School  Handbook, 
page  41. 

Who  Oversees  the  Sacrament? 

Q.  Whose  responsibility  is  it  in  the  absence  of  the 
bishopric  to  see  that  the  Sacrament  prayers  are  prop- 
erly given  and  the  Sacrament  properly  administered 
during  the  worship  service?  — Grant  Stake. 


A.  When  no  member  of  the  bishopric  is  in  attend- 
ance at  Sunday  School,  the!  superintendency  repre- 
sents the  bishopric  and  has  the  responsibility  of  see- 
ing that  the  Sacrament  prayers  are  said  correctly  and 
that  t\\e  Sacrament  is  administered  properly. 

When  May  Junior  Sunday  School  Members  Testify? 

Q.  Is  it  permissible  to  have  children  bear  their 
testimonies  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  Worship 
Service?  — Panguitch  Stake. 

A.  It  is  the  recommendation  of  the  Sunday 
School  that  any  testimony  bearing  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  take  place  in  the  classroom  as  part  of 
the  lesson  and  not  as  a  special  testimony  period 
among  the  children.  Otherwise,  this  activity  should 
be  part  of  the  testimony  meeting  and  not  part  of 
the  Sunday  School. 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  Oct.  6, 1963 
To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  11  and  19  during  August 
and  September,  and  recited  in  the 
worship  service  of  October  6 
(taken  from  A  Uniform  System 
for  Teaching  Investigators), 

Course  11: 

(This  scripture  applies  to  The 
Book  of  Mormon  and  the  latter-- 
day Restoration.) 


COMING  EVENTS 

Sept.  15, 1963 

Sunday  School 

Budget  Fund  Sunday 

•  •  • 
Sept.  29, 1963 

Suggested  Date  To  Begin 
Teacher-training  Classes 

•  •  • 

Oct.  4,  5,  and  6, 1963 

Semi-annual 
General  Conference 

•  •  • 
Oct.  6, 1963 
Semi-annual 

Sunday  School  Conference 


"And  the  vision  of  all  is  become 
unto  you  as  the  words  of  a  book 
that  is  sealed,  which  men  deliver 
to  one  that  is  learned,  saying, 
Read  this,  I  pray  thee:  and  he 
saith,  I  cannot;  for  it  is  sealed:  and 
the  book  is  delivered  to  him  that 
is  not  learned,  saying,  Read  this, 
I  pray  thee:  and  he  saith,  I  am  not 
learned." 

—Isaiah  29:11,  It. 

Course  19: 

("This  scripture  applies  to  bap- 
tism for  the  dead.) 

"And  now,  my  dearly  beloved 
brethren  and  sisters,  let  me  assure 
you  that  these  are  principles  in 
relation  to  the  dead  and  the  living 
that  cannot  be  lightly  passed  over, 
as  pertaining  to  our  salvation.  For 
their  salvation  is  necessary  and 
essential  to  our  salvation,  as  Paul 
says  concerning  the  fathers — that 
they  without  us  cannot  be  made 
perfect — neither  can  we  without 
our  dead  be  made  perfect." 
— Doctrine  and  Covenants  128:15. 


A   BOY   AND    HIS   DOG 

{Our  Cover) 

"God  has  made  no  one  ab- 
solute. ...  No  one  subsists 
by  himself  alone."  The  words 
of  Feltham  aptly  describe  the 
pleasant  scene:  a  boy  holding 
his  young  puppy.  Both  reflect 
the  happiness  of  true  friend- 
ship, of  mutual  gratitude  and 
need.  The  growing  young 
man  needs  the  security  which 
his  puppy's  affection  and  ap- 
preciation give  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  puppy  needs 
to  feel  loved  and  wanted,  and 
to  have  a  dependable  master 
who  will  faithfully  take  care 
of  all  the  puppy's  needs.  The 
dependency  of  the  boy  and 
dog  symbolizes  an  even  higher 
dependency:  mortal  man  to 
his  Heavenly  Father.  If  only 
every  mortal  soul  were  as  sin- 
cere in  his  love  and  apprecia- 
tion to  his  Father  in  heaven 
as  the  small  puppy  here  is  to 
his  young  master! 

—Paul  R.  Hoopes. 

(For  Course   1,   lesson  of  October  6, 
"Pets  Need  Us  To  Be  Kind  to  Them"; 
and  for  Course  la,  lesson  of  November 
3,    "Our  Animal   Friends.") 
Library  File  Reference:  Animals. 
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PREPARED  TEACHERS 

TODAY  we  live  in  a  highly  commercialized,  com- 
plicated but  beautiful  world.  Due  to  its  very 
nature  each  of  us  is  required  to  spend  much  time  in 
making  a  living.  Businesses,  large  and  small,  devote 
vast  amounts  of  time  and  money  to  discover  ways 
and  means  to  improve  their  products  and  services 
and  thus  increase  their  profits. 

Do  we  as  Sunday  School  workers  strive  to  find 
ways  and  means  to  improve  our  products  and  thus 
increase  our  profits?  Do  we  in  our  thinking  and 
planning  keep  in  mind  that  ours  is  an  area  in  which 
we  can  increase  and  receive  eternal  profits?  These 
are  the  profits  where  "...  neither  moth  nor  rust 
doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
nor  steal."  (Matthew  6:20.) 

Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the  students  con- 
cerned in  the  learning  situation  in  our  classes.  Our 
success  in  the  class  will  very  largely  depend  upon 
their  willingness  to  come  and  study  with  us  those 
eternal  principles  that  will  lead  them  back  into  the 
presence  of  their  Eternal  Father.  They  may  come 
from  homes  of  a  wide  range  of  interests,  and  have 
varied  abilities  and  backgrounds. 

We  might  assume  that  they  all  come  from  homes 
that  are  very  strong  in  the  Church  and  that  they 
will  be  anxious  to  learn.  This  attitude  may  soon 
fade  away  as  the  different  interests  and  backgrounds 
of  the  individuals  are  exhibited  in  the  class.  Our 
sincere  desire  is  to  be  successful  in  our  teaching. 
Success  will  come  only  to  the  degree  that  all  mem- 
bers concerned  are  willing  to  cooperate. 

Many  people  have  found  in  the  business  world, 
and  elsewhere,  that  there  are  times  when  it  is  not 


(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  September  15,  "Home  and  Sunday 
School — a  Teaching  Partnership";  for  Course  23,  lesson  of  October  6, 
"The  Calling  of  the  Teacher";  and  for  all  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  parents  of  children  of  Sunday  School  age.) 


INTERESTED  PARENTS 

good  to  proceed  alone  in  an  endeavor.  This  is  so 
in  teaching,  and  possibly  more  so  in  Church  organi- 
zations than  elsewhere.  Why  not  consider  the  pos- 
sibility of  forming  a  partnership?  Conscientiously 
plan  out  what  new  partners  can  do  for  our  desire 
to  increase  our  profits.  We  recall  that  in  the  business 
world,  in  a  partnership,  the  profits  are  divided  among 
the  partners.  But  here  it  might  be  different.  Each 
partner  can  benefit  100  per  cent  from  all  that  is 
earned.    What  an  alluring  adventure! 

In  our  search  for  partners,  think  of  the  bishop. 
He  is  very  busy  but  is  a  valuable  source  of  guidance 
and  encouragement.  The  superintendent  is  ever 
ready  to  direct,  assist,  and  share  in  our  success.  Then 
think  of  the  parents,  but  our  first  thought  may  be 
negative.  Do  they  want  to  enter  directly  into  this 
experience?  They  send  their  children  to  us  and 
expect  us  to  see  that  they  are  properly  cared  for 
in  Sunday  School. 

The  initiation  of  any  action  or  procedure  would 
no  doubt  begin  with  us,  as  the  teachers.  Recall  that 
we  have  completed  the  teacher- training  program;  we 
are  interested  in  teaching;  we  like  to  work  with 
people,  teaching  with  visual  aids  and  making  sys- 
tematic weekly  preparations,  and  attending  monthly 
meetings.  Our  preparations,  based  on  the  supple- 
ment and  manual,  are  enriched  with  materials  and 
experiences  that  aid  students  to  gain  those  concepts 
so  anticipated  by  the  General  Board  as  they  planned 
the  entire  program  for  the  Sunday  School. 

Let  us  assume  that  as  a  teacher  we  are  meeting 
a  new  group  of  students.  We  are  acquainted  with 
them  in  varying  degrees.  In  our  planning  we  have 
decided  to  visit  each  home  and  get  acquainted  with 
the  class  members  and  their  parents.  We  are  anti- 
cipating these  parents  as  our  new  partners;  there- 
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fore,  we  want  their  ideas  and  support  in  organizing 
our  program. 

Prior  to  these  visits,  if  we  humbly  seek  the  as- 
sistance of  our  Heavenly  Father,  having  fully  pre- 
pared ourselves  for  our  mission,  we  no  doubt  will 
encounter  some  of  the  richest  experiences  of  our 
teaching  careers. 

The  visits  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  explain 
the  general  area  of  the  course  to  be  taught  and  how 
each  member  can  contribute  to  the  over-all  program. 
Inasmuch  as  we  will  not  meet  with  the  parents  in 
regular  sessions,  we  no  doubt  will  plan  to  explain  in 
more  detail  how  they  can  be  of  assistance.  We  are 
in  a  position  to  counsel  in  ways  that  could  be  of 
extreme  value  to  us  and  also  to  the  students  involved. 

Most  parents  would  very  much  appreciate  a  sug- 
gestion list  that  could  guide  and  remind  them. 

The  following  are  a  few  suggestions  that  parents 
could  consider  with  their  child: 

1.  Encourage  your  child  to  look  forward  to  a 
mission.  Use  such  comments  as,  "when  you  go  on 
your  mission,"  or  "this  will  be  valuable  to  you  while 
on  your  mission,"  or  "paying  a  full  tithing  now  will 
be  a  great  asset  to  you  when  you  are  on  your  mis- 
sion." (See  article  on  page  289  of  this  issue.) 

2.  Check  personally  to  see  that  your  child  has 
the  manual  and  other  necessary  materials  with  which 
to  prepare  his  assignments. 

3.  Exhibit  an  interest  and  willingness  to  coop- 
erate when  talks,  sacrament  gem  recitations,  or 
prayers  are  assigned  for  the  opening  exercises.  Be 
there  to  hear  them  and  give  praise  and  help  for  im- 
provement. 

4.  Be  alert  for  an  opportunity  to  listen  to  a  scrip- 
tural or  other  reading  or  assignment  made  by  the 
teacher.    Check  the  final  product;  it  could  be  a  good 
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Teacher  Improvement  Lesson  for  October 

review  for  you  and  should  assist  the  child  in  present- 
ing his  assignment. 

5.  Recognize  and  express  satisfaction  where 
achievement  is  observed. 

6.  Discuss  with  the  student  the  importance  of 
being  reverent.  Go  with  him  to  Sunday  School,  do 
not  just  send  him.  Observe  his  attendance  in  the 
general  assembly  and  know  that  he  is  in  his  regular 
classroom. 

7.  Encourage  your  child  to  give  you  a  brief  sum- 
mary or  report  of  his  lesson  on  his  return  from  Sun- 
day School. 

8.  Consult  with  the  teacher  on  progress,  atti- 
tude, and  further  ways  you  might  be  of  assistance. 

9.  Express  to  the  teacher  a  willingness  to  visit 
the  class  if  he  will  approve. 

10.  Be  cooperative  in  following  suggestions  from 
the  teacher  that  might  emphasize  or  enrich  that 
which  was  presented  in  the  short  Sunday  class. 

As  teachers,  we  should  study  the  class  members 
and  get  better  acquainted  with  their  parents.  Then 
our  vision  will  be  enlarged  as  to  the  type  and  num- 
ber of  activities  we  can  use  in  our  cooperative  en- 
deavor. Be  liberal  in  seeking  students'  help  through 
suggestions.  Remember,  the  more  the  students  in- 
vest willingly,  the  more  they  will  be  interested  in 
the  finished  product.  They  will  be  proud  to  be  a 
member  of  our  team.  As  the  finished  product  in- 
creases in  quality,  and  possibly  quantity,  we  as 
"managers"  will  no  doubt  thrill  as  increased  profits 
begin  to  soar.  Truly  these  are  the  profits  where 
".  .  .  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal." 

— Don  L.  McConkie* 


*As  a  past  stake  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  teacher  train- 
ing instructor,  Brother  McConkie  draws  from  long  and  varied  experi- 
ences to  write  an  article  for  The  Instructor.  Brother  McConkie  has 
many  years  as  a  professional  teacher  and  educator.  He  has  been 
principal  of  a  junior  high  school  and  an  assistant  and  acting  prin- 
cipal of  high  school.  For  many  years  he  has  been  associated  with 
Brigham  Young  High  School  in  Provo,  Utah.  Brother  McConkie, 
who  holds  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  Brigham  Young  University, 
has  been  active  in  local,  state,  and  national  educational  organiza- 
tions. He  and  his  wife,  Grace,  have  two  children. 
Library  Pile  Reference :  Teachers  and  Teaching. 
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In  Humility  our  Saviour 


Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  October 


** 


"In  Humility,  Our  Savior";  au- 
thor, Mabel  Jones  Gabbott;  com- 
poser, Rowland  Prichard;  Hymns 
— Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No;  49. 

This  beautiful  hymn  was  written 
for  our  present  hymnbook  by 
Sister  Mabel  Jones  Gabbott  who 
lives  in  Bountiful,  Utah.  The  com- 
poser of  the  hymn-tune,  Rowland 
Hugh  Prichard  (1811-1887)  was  a 
Welshman.  This  tune  under  the 
special  title  of  "Hybuydol"  has 
been  used  with  various  sets  of  re- 
ligious words. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  this 
hymn  has  been  specially  chosen  for 
attention  in  our  hymn-practice 
period.  We  recommend  that  it  be 
learned  well  and  used  often,  be- 
cause it  is  one  of  our  sacramental 
hymns.  This  hymn  sings  of  the 
blessings  upon  the  bread  and  wa- 
ter, and  it  suggests  the  thoughts 
that  should  be  in  our  minds  at  the 
time  of  the  sacrament  service. 

The  pitch  is  comfortable  for  con- 
gregational singing,  and  the  tempo 
is  relaxed  and  devotional.  This 
makes  for  delightful  singing. 

Notice  and  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  real  hymn,  being 
addressed  to  our  Saviour  and  Lord. 
Singing  this  prayer  gives  us  an 
enjoyable  spiritual  exercise  at  ex- 
actly the  right  time. 

To  the  Chorister: 

For  the  chorister  there  appear 
to  be  no  special  technical  problems. 
Remember  to  give  a  clear  up-beat 
as  a  preparation  to  the  beginning 
of  each  stanza.  The  singers  de- 
serve this  preparatory  beat  to  help 


them  get  their  breath  before  they 
begin  to  sing.  The  main  assignment 
for  hymn-practice  time  can  well  be 
to  help  the  people  to  become  well- 
acquainted  with  the  melody  and 
to  learn  to  sing  the  words  from 
memory.  It  takes  repetition  to 
impress  the  memory.  It  will  be 
the  chorister's  task  to  make  this 
repetition  interesting  if  he  can. 

He  might  begin  by  telling  the 
people  that  we  need  this  splendid 
sacramental  hymn  in  our  repertory 
of  often-sung  hymns;  and,  since  we 
may  not  know  it  well,  we  should 
learn  it  during  the  40  minutes  of 
allowed  hymn  practice  during  the 
month  of  October.  Then  ask  the 
people  to  follow  the  words  quietly 
while  the  organist  plays  it  once 
through.  After  this  is  done,  tell 
the  people  that  you  would  like  to 
have  them  sing  it  as  well  as  they 
can  all  the  way  through,  both 
stanzas,  and  without  stopping. 
This  is  a  general  overview. 

Then  tell  them  that  we  wish  to 
build  up  a  memory  image  by  the 
process  of  repetition,  and  ask  for 
their  good-natured  cooperation. 
(This  is  a  practice  time.)  Ask  them 
to  sing  the  first  line  three  times 
without  stopping;  then  the  second 
line  likewise;  the  third  line,  and  the 
fourth.  (First  stanza  only.)  After 
this,  you  might  ask  them  to  try 
their  memories  on  the  first  two 
lines  together  three  times,  and  also 
the  other  two  lines  three  times. 
Then  it  will  be  time  for  you  to 
thank  them  for  their  learning  ef- 
forts and  request  that  the  practice 
be  concluded  with,  the  whole  stan- 
za. The  following  Sunday  morning 


the  second  stanza  can  be  similarly 
treated. 

Most  people  have  the  notion  that 
they  cannot  memorize.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  only  because  they  have 
not  practiced  "memorizing."  It 
takes  some  mental  effort  to  mem- 
orize, especially  when  one  is  not 
used  to  it.  But  "that  which  we 
persist  in  doing  becomes  easy," 
even  memorizing.  And  whatever 
good  things  we  store  in  our  minds 
cannot  be  lost.  Let  us  enrich  our 
minds  with  the  memory  of  beauti- 
ful words,  beautiful  melodies,  along 
with  happy  incidents  and  all  other 
useful  information.  Those  people 
who  memorize  easily  have  prac- 
ticed it. 

To  the  Organist: 

Organists  will  find  the  bass  part 
difficult  to  play  in  the  pedals.  Play 
it  just  as  written  and  in  the  register 
in  which  it  is  written.  Do  not  play 
any  of  the  notes  an  octave  lower. 
If  the  pedals  are  found  to  be  too 
difficult  for  easy  playing,  do  not 
hesitate  to  leave  them  out  entirely. 
Play  the  bass  in  the  hands.  In 
those  particular  chords  where  the 
reach  is  too  wide  for  the  left  hand, 
the  tenor  note  can  always  be 
played  in  the  right  hand.  All  the 
notes  should  thus  be  heard  well 
and  make  the  harmony  complete  in 
the  organ. 

You  will  notice  that  the  people 
will  take  a  short  catch-breath  every 
four  measures.  Let  the  organ  do 
likewise. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 


(The  hymn  for  November  will  be  "What 
Glorious  Scenes  Mine  Eyes  Behold,"  Hymns, 
No.  197.) 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  October 


"Hosanna";  author  and  compos- 
er, Rita  S.  Robinson;  arranger, 
Chester  W.  Hill. 

This  month  we  are  introducing  a 
new  Christmas  hymn,  "Hosanna," 
written  by  Rita  S.  Robinson  of 
Salt  Lake  City.  It  is  one  of  praise 
and  rejoicing  to  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  and  it  is  a  fine  addition  to 
the  Christmas  music  already  avail- 
able for  Junior  Sunday  School.  It 
is  an  appropriate  number  to  be 
sung  at  the  beginning  or  close  of  a 
Christmas  program. 

To  the  Chorister: 

The  joy  and  happiness  that  chil- 
dren feel  at  Christmas  time  is  ex- 
pressed in  this  hymn.  It  should  be 
sung  joyously,  as  is  indicated;  and 
all  the  words  should  be  pronounced 
clearly  and  distinctly.  Let  us  sing 


the  hymn  with  enthusiasm  and  a 
feeling  of  movement. 

Choristers  should  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  this  new  hymn.  By 
experimenting  with  the  tempo  be- 
fore they  begin  teaching  it,  the 
choristers  may  feel  more  at  ease 
when  presenting  it. 

"Hosanna"  has  a  lovely  melody 
and  is  simple  in  construction.  It 
is  composed  of  a  verse  and  refrain. 
The  verse  is  eight  measures  long 
and  is  divided  into  two  4-measure 
phrases,  while  the  refrain  is  only 
four  measures  in  length. 

The  first  two  measures  of  each 
phrase  of  the  verse  are  alike  and 
have  a  descending  melody  line, 
while  the  last  two  measures  have 
an  ascending  melody  except  for  the 
last  note  of  the  second  phrase. 

Because  this  hymn  is  new  to 


October  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School  For  Junior  Sunday  School 

"By  this  shall  all  men  know  that         Jesus  said: 
ye  are   my   disciples,  if  ye   have         "Blessed  are  the  peacemakers: 

love  one  to  another."*  for  they  sha11  be  called  the  chil" 


iJohn  13:35. 


dren  of  God."2 

^Matthew  5:9. 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  October  Sacrament  Gems 

Darwin  K.  Wolford 


children  as  well  as  teachers,  the 
organist  could  play  the  hymn  as 
a  prelude  the  same  month  that  the 
number  is  being  introduced.  In 
this  way  people  will  have  the  ex- 
perience of  hearing  the  melody  be- 
fore the  hymn  is  introduced 
through  song,  thereby  hastening 
the  learning  process. 

Choristers  need  to  know  about 
the  beginning  or  "cue  signal" — 
sometimes  referred  to  as  the  pre- 
paratory beat — and  about  the  end- 
ing signal  of  a  song.  Helpful  ma- 
terial for  this  is  under  the  heading 
of  "The  Beginning  Signal,  or  Cue 
Beat,  and  the  Ending  Signal"  in 
the  new  book  for  Junior  Sunday 
School  musicians.  It  was  written 
by  the  Junior  Sunday  School  Mu- 
sic Committee  and  is  available  at 
the  Deseret  Book  Store. 

The  beginning  signal  tells  the 
children  when  to  begin  to  sing  so 
that  everyone  will  start  together. 
It  is  indicated  by  the  last  half  of 
the  beat  preceding  the  beginning  of 
the  song.  In  the  number,  "Hosan- 
na," there  are  four  beats  to  the 
measure;  and  the  first  note  begins 
on  the  fourth  count.  The  preced- 
ing or  cue  beat  is  on  the  third 
count,  and  is  directed  to  the  right 
of  the  body;  and  the  beginning  of 
the  hymn  will  start  on  the  upward 
beat,  or  fourth  count.  This  is  done 
according  to  the  conventional-beat 
pattern.  The  beginning  of  the 
hymn,  as  well  as  parts  of  the  re- 
frain, need  help  in  cueing  children 
in  so  that  they  may  all  sing  to- 
gether. 

The  ending  signal,  sometimes  re- 
ferred to  as  the  cut-off  signal,  also 
should  be  used  several  times  in  the 
hymn,    "Hosanna."     It   indicates 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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to  people  when  they  should  end  a 
song,  or  end  holds  and  pauses  of 
notes.  For  the  cut-off  signal,  the 
chorister  stops  beating  time  and 
holds  her  hand  still  on  the  note 
that  is  to  be  held  or  on  the  last 
note  of  the  song.  Then  the  cut- 
off signal  is  given  by  the  chorister 
giving  a  very  short,  upward  stroke 
of  the  hand  and  then  a  longer 
down  stroke  (when  using  the  con- 
ventional-beat pattern). 

Some  choristers  like  to  use  the 
interval-beat  pattern;  and  while 
the  children  are  watching  the  chor- 
ister, indicate  the  cut-off  signal  by 
a  quick  downward  movement  of 
the  hand. 

To  the  Organist: 

When  playing  the  hymn,  "Ho- 
sanna,"  as  a  prelude,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  the  melody  be  heard 
above  the  accompaniment.  There- 
fore it  is  suggested  that  only  the 
top  or  melody  notes  of  the  right 
hand  be  played  with  the  left-hand 
notes  as  written  in  the  bass  clef. 
After  the  hymn  has  been  learned 
by  rote,  unaccompanied,  it  may  be 
played  as  written  while  accom- 
panying the  children  as  they  sing. 

Let  us  try  to  learn  the  number 
accurately  as  to  note  values,  and 
try  to  memorize  as  much  of  it  as 
possible  so  that  the  organist  can 
watch  and  follow  the  chorister  as 


Rita  S.  Robinson 
Joyously 


HOSANNA 


Arr.  Chester  W.Hill 
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she  directs  the  hymn.     Both  or-  pretation  of  the  hymn  when  intro- 

ganist    and    chorister    should   re-  during  it  to  the  children. 

hearse   several  times   together  so  —Florence  S.  Allen. 
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All  who  have  participated  in  the  teaching  programs  of  the 
Church  are  aware  of  the  constant  need  for  capable  teachers. 
There  are  classes  to  be  taught  for  so  many  different  groups,  in 
the  extensive  plans  outlined  by  the  leaders  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Church  members,  that  the  need  for  teachers  is  always 

greater  than  the  supply. 


A  Course  in  Teacher  Trainin 


by  Joseph  R.  Morrell,  M.D. 


There  are  great  numbers  of  children  entering  the 
beginning  classes  of  Gospel  instruction  every  year. 

About  60%  of  the  Church  membership  does  not 
attend  Sunday  School.  Reactivation  of  nonattenders 
depends  largely  on  the  ability  of  the  teachers  to 
appeal  to  them  through  an  attractive  presentation  of 
the  Gospel.  There  are  many  groups  who  are  progress- 
ing in  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  who  need  stimula- 
tion in  order  to  maintain  their  interest,  and  to  de- 
velop into  good  teachers  themselves.  Success  in  this 
program  is  a  never-ending  course  of  study  and  in- 
struction. 

Every  Latter-day  Saint  is  encouraged  constantly 
to  become  a  missionary,  or  teacher  of  the  Gospel. 
Many  lack  confidence  in  their  ability,  and  never  try 
to  qualify  themselves  for  teaching.  The  desire  comes 
only  after  they  have  learned  enough  about  the  Gos- 
pel to  have  an  urge  to  go  farther.  That  urge  must 
be  aroused  by  a  good  teacher.  They  must  be  taught 
how  to  study,  shown  how  to  acquire  a  feeling  for 
the  truth,  and  have  a  desire  to  pass  these  truths 
on  to  others. 

Thus,  teacher  training  has  become  an  important 
part  of  the  instruction  program  of  the  Church.  Ca- 
pable and  experienced  instructors  have  outlined 
courses  of  study  that  have  brought  many  fine  teach- 
ers into  activity,  and  the  work  is  continuing;  but  it 
still  has  not  reached  the  high  plane  desired  in  every 
ward  in  the  Church. 

It  was  this  writer's  good  fortune  more  than  50 
years  ago  to  participate  in  a  teacher- training  course. 
It  was  a  short,  stimulating  course  of  instruction 
given  by  a  dynamic  teacher. 

President  Thomas  B.  Evans  of  the  Ogden  Stake 
arranged  for  a  course  of  instruction  in  teaching 
methods  to  be  given  for  all  stake  workers  by  Elder 
David  0.  McKay  of  The  Council  of  the  Twelve.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  receive  this  instruction.  The 
notes  made  in  1908  of  this  stimulating  presentation 


of  the  Gospel  were  not  as  complete  as  they  might 
have  been;  but  they  seem  wonderful  to  me  now  as 
I  review  them,  and  it  is  felt  that  they  might  still 
have  a  place  in  stimulating  young  teachers. 

On  rereading  and  study,  it  was  apparent  that 
here  was  a  clear  concept  of  the  needs  in  good  teach- 
ing by  this  great  leader.  The  application  of  the 
methods  outlined  by  Elder  McKay  proved  so  success- 
ful that  it  attracted  wide  attention.  The  Priesthood- 
teaching  program  for  the  entire  Church  was  patterned 
gradually  along  the  same  lines,  again  under  Elder 
McKay's  direction.  The  teaching  program  of  the  Og- 
den Stake  reached  a  level  of  excellence  seldom 
reached  by  non-professional  teachers,  and  it  illus- 
trates what  can  be  accomplished  by  dedicated  people 
who  are  willing  to  work  and  study  under  the  guid- 
ance of  inspired  leaders. 

The  lectures  by  Elder  McKay  were  given  at  week- 
ly intervals,  and  continued  for  six  or  eight  weeks. 
They  began  with  the  outlining  of  a  plan  for  the  pres- 
entation of  a  lesson,  which  had  a  specific  objective. 
The  objective,  we  were  taught,  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind  in  order  to  avoid  straying  into  by- 
paths. The  steps  given  for  the  presentation  of  the 
lesson  were: 

1.  The  Aim — a  definite  objective  toward  which 
the  discussion  points. 

2.  The  discussion,  with  divisions  supporting  the 
aim. 

3.  The  illustrations,  consisting  of  stories,  exper- 
iences, anecdotes,  and  pictures. 

4.  The  application,  making  the  aim  practical  in 
the  life  of  the  student. 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 


(For  Course  23,  lessons  of  October,  November,  and  December; 
for  Course  27,  lesson  of  September  1,  "Applying  Your  Teaching";  and 
for  Sunday  School  teachers.) 


*Dr.  Morrell  has  served  on  high  councils  in  the  Cache,  Weber, 
Ogden,  and  Mt.  Ogden  Stakes.  His  present  high  council  assignment 
is  with  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  over  21.  Dr.  Morrell  has  enjoyed  a 
long,  successful  career  as  a  medical  doctor.  He  attended  the  Agri- 
cultural College  of  Utah  and  later  graduated  from  Rush  Medical 
College  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  He  received  additional  special- 
ized training  from  the  University  of  Vienna;  and,  from  1923  to  1945, 
he  was  a  member  and  a  chairman  of  the  Utah  State  Board  of  Health. 
He  has  written  and  published  a  book,  Utah's  Health  and  You.  Dr. 
Morrell  is  presently  with  the  Medical  Branch  at  the  Utah  Army 
Depot  in  Ogden,  Utah.  He  is  married  to  Jeanette  McKay,  and  they 
have  four  children. 
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5.    The  assignment,  outlining  the  next  lesson. 

With  only  slight  revision,  my  notes  are  herewith 
presented. 

The  Aim  of  the  Lesson 

The  aim  of  the  lesson  is  the  idea  toward  which 
we  are  working.  The  aim  is  to  the  lesson  what  the 
spirit  is  to  the  body.  It  is  the  food  on  which  the 
mind  feeds.  A  main  question  in  the  outlining  of 
the  lesson  is  the  choosing  of  an  aim.  Each  sentence 
contains  one,  and  just  one  thought.  That  is  the  aim. 
Each  paragraph  has  a  topic,  its  aim.  Each  chapter 
has  a  theme,  its  aim.  Essential  for  the  aim  is  the 
author's  thought.  Express  it  clearly  and  accurately. 
Do  not  view  the  discussion  by  the  page-image,  but 
by  the  thought.  A  negative  aim  might  be  as  useful 
as  a  positive,  but  usually  the  positive  is  better. 

The  Discussion 

This  will  include  supporting  information  which 
will  help  to  develop  the  aim,  stress  its  importance, 
and  add  to  its  value.  There  must  be  a  wide  range 
of  reading  to  qualify  us  as  teachers  for  making  the 
discussion  effective.  Information  acquired  must  be 
classified  and  presented  in  orderly  fashion.  We  must 
be  sincere  in  study,  looking  for  the  truth,  and  then 
able  to  impart  it  in  an  appealing  manner.  The  class 
must  be  made  to  "feel"  the  truth  as  we  present  the 
lesson.  Our  ability  as  teachers  to  interpret  and 
evaluate  what  we  read  and  to  present  it  clearly  and 
understandingly  determines  the  success  we  will  real- 
ize. 

As  teachers,  we  resemble  the  Lord  in  many  re- 
spects. Nothing  develops  the  divine  in  us  more 
effectively  than  the  preparation  of  a  lesson.  In  the 
beginning  God  saw  only  chaos,  and  said,  "Let  there 
be  light."  We  should  begin  with  the  same  desire. 
Sincerity,  or  dedication,  is  the  first  requirement.  We 
will  not  always  be  right,  but  with  dedication  we  will 
usually  approach  it. 

Only  through  sincerity  can  we  come  to  a  unity. 
Failure  follows  dissension  and  strife.  Misunder- 
standings stifle  progress.  Christ  pleaded  with  the 
apostles  to  be  one.  Satan  makes  inroads  by  creating 
dissensions.  He  delights  in  driving  a  wedge  between 
friends  and  workers.  The  Lord  has  said  that  we  are 
not  His  unless  we  are  united. 

If  we  are  sincere,  while  we  may  have  faults,  they 
will  not  keep  us  down.  Our  souls  will  be  longing, 
reaching  upward,  with  righteous  desires.  With  that 
attitude,  we  will  sustain  our  officers,  and  avoid  criti- 
cism and  faultfinding.  We  cannot  be  critical  and 
have  unity.  Meeting  often  for  discussion  and  study 
keeps  us  together.    The  purpose  of  frequent  meet- 


ings is  to  keep  us  together,  to  become  one,  to  settle 
any  differences  that  may  arise. 

Full  reports  should  be  made  of  all  activities,  with 
suggestions  for  improvement.  Do  not  give  up  when 
problems  seem  insurmountable.  Face  them  squarely, 
pray  for  light,  and  work  toward  that  end. 

We  are  all  teachers  and  educators.  As  such  what 
are  our  ends  and  aims?  Herbert  Spencer  says,  "to 
prepare  the  young  for  the  duties  of  life."  Charles 
Wagner  writes,  "The  purpose  of  education  is  to  make 
free  and  intellectual  men."  Its  aim  is  to  create 
something  where  nothing  existed  previously.  Learn- 
ing gives  the  ability  to  see  clearly,  imagine  vividly, 
think  independently,  and  will  nobly.  As  teachers 
we  must  be  able  to  make  the  blind  see,  the  deaf  hear, 
and  the  lame  walk. 

The  need  in  teaching  is  to  create  men,  not  to 
draw  a  salary.  The  Lord  told  Hyrum  Smith  not  to 
go  out  to  teach  His  word  without  first  striving  to 
learn  it.  We  cannot  teach  repentance  without  rising 
higher  ourselves.  The  Gospel  teaches  that  eternal 
life  is  the  aim  of  education.  "And  this  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent."  (John  17:3.) 

The  means  at  our  command  are  for  us  as  individ- 
uals and  as  organizations.  Have  we  accepted  serv- 
ice because  we  want  to  please  our  supervising  officers 
or  gain  reputation  and  honors?  If  so,  we  made  the 
means  the  ends,  and  have  nothing  higher.  As  we 
lead  others  to  a  higher  life,  we  become  greater  our- 
selves. When  we  lose  ourselves  in  our  organization, 
we  render  great  service. 

The  more  we  study,  the  more  we  realize  our 
limitations.  We  learn  when  we  strive  for  something 
that  is  beyond  us.  From  the  simplest  things  we  may 
also  learn  great  lessons.  These  often  come  to  us 
from  seemingly  insignificant  incidents. 

A  lesson  is  designed  to  make  men  of  character, 
men  who  can  find  God  and  His  wishes  for  them. 
It  is  not  intended  that  we  create  machines,  but  men 
of  independent  thought.  Learning  the  lesson  and 
applying  it  leads  to  life  eternal,  that  we  might  know 
the  will  of  the  Father.  These  all  connote  the  pur- 
poses of  life. 

Study  is  vital  for  all  phases  of  teaching.  Creating 
a  love  for  truth  and  its  study,  and  teaching  a  person 
how  to  study  effectively,  are  two  of  the  important 
purposes  we  must  emphasize.  Do  not  have  the  pur- 
pose which  motivated  the  miser,  the  coveting  of 
wealth,  or  the  hoarding  of  all  that  one  has  within 
one's  family.  The  more  that  is  acquired,  the  greater 
the  opportunity  for  passing  favors  on  to  others. 

Any  gift  that  we  possess  must  be  used  for  those 
who  need  what  we  have  to  give,  and  it  must  not  be 
used  for  selfish  ends.     Studying  is  the  means  for 
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accumulating  wealth,  the  real  wealth  of  life.  It  is 
to  be  used  to  bless  someone  else,  but  it  eventually 
comes  back  to  us.  Through  study  we  attempt  to 
find  exactly  what  the  author  had  in  mind  and  hoped 
to  convey.  A  vague  or  an  involved  meaning  might 
require  several  readings,  but  persistence  will  disclose 
what  the  author  tries  to  tell.  Teach  the  child  how 
to  read  to  get  the  full  meaning.  Look  for  reality 
in  our  study  and  in  our  work.  Dig  for  the  truth. 
In  the  mine  we  see  the  shaft,  machinery,  and  the 
hoist;  but  we  may  miss  the  ore,  unless  we  look  care- 
fully. In  reading  try  to  get  the  over-all  relations, 
part  to  part.  By  grouping  the  parts  we  get  the 
mental  picture  of  the  whole.  The  smaller  pictures 
are  grouped  around  the  main  theme;  they  help  to 
make  the  whole  picture.  Grouping  is  preferable  to 
memorizing,  unless  there  is  a  special  reason  for 
memorizing. 

The  Illustrations 

Illustrations  must  apply  accurately  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  must  be  made  simple  and  clear.  All 
the  details  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  aim 
of  the  lesson  are  also  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  illustrations  and  the  application.  Some  themes 
require  emphasis  many  times  before  they  are  under- 
stood clearly.  Never  criticize  a  child  because  he 
does  not  get  our  meaning  at  once.  An  illustration 
is  often  the  best  way  of  creating  an  understanding, 
appreciation,  and  a  desire  to  know  more.  The  illus- 
tration may  be  far  removed  from  the  thing  under 
consideration,  but  the  principle  will  become 
apparent  immediately  if  it  fits.  We  illustrate  con- 
stantly through  our  behavior,  if  we  are  applying 
the  things  we  learn,  and  these  are  among  the  best  we 
have  to  offer  for  the  soundness  of  the  truths  we  teach. 

The  illustrations  are  a  vital  part  of  teaching. 
They  must  be  adapted  accurately  to  the  age  and  ca- 
pabilities of  the  class.  They  consist  of  pictures,  stor- 
ies, anecdotes,  and  experiences,  and  for  certain  groups 
they  might  constitute  the  entire  discussion.  The 
ability  to  tell  a  story  well,  to  make  the  picture  live 
in  the  mind  of  the  child,  and  to  relate  an  experience 
so  that  it  stimulates  the  will  to  determined  action, 
are  the  tests  of  good  teaching.  In  our  teaching,  the 
facts  are  the  objectives,  and  the  experiences  are  the 
guides.  A  story  is  only  a  means  to  an  end.  It  has 
an  aim,  and  the  aim  is  the  thing  that  counts  in  the 
story. 

The  lesson  is  just  a  mass  of  material  which  must 
be  sorted  and  organized,  and  the  details  of  technique 
must  be  thoroughly  familiar  to  the  teacher.  The 
material  must  be  freely  illustrated  with  passages  of 
scripture,  experiences,  stories,  and  incidents  which 


emphasize  or  teach  a  truth.  The  lesson  is  a  unit 
which  is  composed  of  many  characters,  scenes,  places, 
and  incidents,  all  organized  and  placed  in  proper 
order  to  teach. 

There  are  rich  sources  for  lessons,  which  can  lead 
us  to  God,  nature,  and  the  scriptures.  This  old 
earth  is  a  limitless  reservoir  of  truth.  Utilize  it  in 
studying  man  and  his  environment,  every  detail  of 
which  is  a  mystery  until  interpreted  by  wise  and 
careful  study  under  the  inspiration  of  contact  with 
a  Supreme  Intelligence. 

Be  alert  also  to  the  value  of  experiences  of  our 
own,  or  of  others  within  our  range,  as  illustrations 
of  great  truths.  The  things  we  are  going  to  teach 
are  often  of  circumstances  seemingly  insignificant, 
but  there  is  a  lesson  to  be  developed  from  each.  It 
is  our  job  to  be  able  to  teach  that  lesson.  We  must 
see  it  clearly  in  order  to  understand  and  appreciate 
it,  and  then  we  can  give  it  to  others. 

The  Application 

The  application  of  the  aim  is  the  final  purpose 
of  teaching  the  lesson.  The  four  points  emphasized 
by  Henry  Van  Dyke,  as  they  apply  to  teaching,  were 
again  quoted:  to  make  us  see  clearly,  imagine  vividly, 
think  wisely,  and  act  nobly.  Through  these  comes 
an  increasing  desire  to  know  the  truth,  and  the  will 
to  live  in  harmony  with  it.  The  application  is  the 
stage  of  the  lesson  when  the  door  to  the  world  of 
action  is  thrown  open,  and  the  child  is  invited  to 
walk  in.  The  outcome  from  that  point  is  the  outward 
expression  of  what  the  child  has  learned. 

The  Assignment 

Failure  often  occurs  in  our  efforts  because  def- 
inite responsibility  has  not  been  encouraged  and 
assumed.  Action  tends  to  follow  the  direction  of 
an  assigned  responsibility.  The  assignment  must 
imply  a  purpose,  and  it  must  be  clear  and  definite. 
We  must  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  assignment  and 
an  understanding  of  what  is  expected.  This  also 
must  be  understood  by  the  person  accepting  the 
assignment.  Make  the  assignment  with  friendliness, 
encouraging  acceptance  as  a  means  of  finding  pleas- 
ure from  it. 

A  topical  assignment  should  not  be  made  in  a 
cold  and  mechanical  manner.  It  should  call  up  an 
interesting  connotation,  and  inspire  a  desire  to  com- 
ply. Make  it  very  specific  if  necessary.  Assign- 
ments may  be  made  individually,  to  groups,  or  to 
the  class.  They  must  be  stated  vocally,  or  more 
impressively  in  writing,  and  then  emphasized  in  ver- 
bal explanation.  The  objective  is  to  kindle  a  desire  to 
comply  in  an  effective  manner. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

4th  Quarter,  1963 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY-1963 

Course  No.  1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 

Course  No.   la: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise 

Course  No.  3: 

Growing   in 

the   Gospel 

Part  II 

Course  No.  5: 

Living   Our 
Religion,  Part  II 

Course   No.  7: 

History  of  the 

Church  for 

Children 

Course  No.   9: 

Scripture  Lessons 

in  Leadership 

Course  No.  11: 

History  of  the 

Restored  Church 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1963 

Nursery 
3 

Advanced  Nursery 

4 

Kindergarten 
5,  6 

Primary 
7,  8 

9,   10 

11,   12 

13,  14 

Date  of  Lesson 
OCTOBER  6 

Pets  Need  Us 

To  Be  Kind  to 

Them  (40) 

Moses, 

Great  Leader 

(40) 

The  Church 

Has  Twelve 

Apostles 

(40) 

What  Is 
Persecution? 

(40) 

Making 

the  Church 

Stronger 

(38) 

Review 
(37) 

Pioneer  Trail 
Blazing 

(38) 

OCTOBER  13 

Neighbors  Should 

Be  Kind  to 

Each   Other 

(41) 

We  Learn 
How  To  Live 

(41) 

Ward  Teachers 
Help  the 
Priesthood 

(41) 

Persecution   in 

Our  Church 

History 

(41) 

Prophets 

Direct 

the  Church 

(39) 

A  Leader  Seeks 

the  Lord  in 

Righteousness 

(38) 

Pony  Express, 
Overland  Stage 
and  Telegraph 

(39) 

OCTOBER  20 

We  Are 

Learning  To  Be 

Kind   Everywhere 

(42) 

Our 

Families 

(42) 

Relief 

Society 

(42) 

Dare  To 
Do   Right 

(42) 

Brigham  Young, 

the  Second 

President 

(40) 

A   Leader   Is 

a  Champion 

of  Liberty 

(39) 

United 

Order 

(40) 

OCTOBER  27 

People  Are 
Kind  to  Us  at 
Sunday  School 

(43) 

Our  Friends 

and   Neighbors 

(43) 

The  Sunday 

School 

(43) 

Courage  To 

Do  Right 

(43) 

John  Taylor 

the  Third 

President 

(41) 

A  Leader  Is 
a  Missionary 

(40) 

Welfare 
Plan 
(41) 

NOVEMBER  3 

When   1   Came 

To  Live  with 

My  Family 

(44) 

Our 
Animal 
Friends 

(44) 

We  Are 

Members  of 

the   Primary 

(44) 

Courage  of 

Daniel 
and   Friends 

(44) 

Wilford 

Woodruff, 

the   Fourth 

Presiident  (42) 

A  Leader  Obeys 

the  Lord's 

Prophets 

(41) 

Early  Church 
Schools 

(42) 

NOVEMBER  10 

My   Parents  Are 

Happy   1   Came 

To  Live  with 

Them     (45) 

We  Share 

with   Others 

(45) 

The  Mutual 

Improvement 

Association 

(45) 

Jonah 

(45) 

Lorenzo  Snow, 
the  Fifth 
President 

(43) 

A   Leader  Learns 

all  that  He  can 

about  Jesus 

(42) 

Educational 

Ideas  of 

Brigham  Young 

(43) 

NOVEMBER  17 

1  Came  To  Live 

in  a  Family 

(46) 

Our  Many 
Helpers 

(46) 

We  Are 

Grateful  for 

Life  (46) 

Nephi  Was 

Blessed 

(46) 

Thanksgiving 
Lesson 

A  Leader 

Desires  and 

Seeks  a 

Testimony   (43) 

Present  Church 

Program  of 

Education 

(44) 

NOVEMBER  24 

There   Is  Love 
in  My  Family 
for  Me     (47) 

Thanks  to 

Our  Heavenly 

Father 

(47) 

We  Are 
Thankful 

(47) 

"Ye  Shall 

Have 

Great  Joy" 

(47) 

Joseph  F.  Smith, 

the  Sixth 

President 

(44) 

A  Leader  Learns 

about  Christ's 

Teachings 

(44) 

Church 

Auxiliaries 

(45) 

DECEMBER  1 

My  Birthday  Is 

a  Special   Day 

(48) 

We  Care 

for  Ourselves 

(48) 

We  Serve   in 

the  Church 

Welfare   Program 

(48) 

The  Courage  of 

Prophet 

Joseph  Smith 

(48) 

Heber  J.  Grant, 

the  Seventh 

President 

(45) 

A  Leader  Learns 
about  Christ's 

Teachings 
(Continued)    (45) 

Social  Program 
of  the 
Church 

(46) 

DECEMBER  8 

Mother  and 

Daddy  Have 

Birthdays     (49) 

Right 

Choices 

(49) 

Jesus   Is  the 
Lord  of  this 

Earth 

(49) 

"Ye  Are  the 

Salt  of 

the  Earth" 

(49) 

George  Albert 

Smith,  the 

Eighth  President 

(46) 

A  Leader 

Is  Righteous 

(46) 

Expansion  of 

Mormonism 

(47) 

DECEMBER  15 

When   Jesus 
Came   Here 
To  Live    (50) 

We  Grow 
Bigger 

(50) 

The  Sacrament 

Is  in 
Remembrance 
of  Jesus     (50) 

Heavenly 

Father's  Gift 

to  the  World 

(50) 

David  O.  McKay, 

the  Ninth 

President 

(47) 

A  Leader  Keeps 

a  Record 

(47) 

Effects  of 
Expansion 

(48) 

DECEMBER  22 

Jesus  Grew  to 

Be  a   Little  Boy 

(51) 

Christmas 
Lesson 

(52) 

Jesus   Was   Born 

To  Serve 

in  the   Kingdom 

(51) 

To  Give  and 
Share  True 
Meaning   of 

Christmas     (51) 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

DECEMBER  29 

Jesus  Taught  Us 

To  Love 

(52) 

The  Birthday 
of  Jesus 

(51) 

1  Would   Follow 

in  His 

Footsteps 

(52) 

The  Sacrament 

Is  a   Reminder 

(52) 

Our  General 

Authorities 

(48) 

Final 

Review 

(48) 

Review 
(49) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

4th  Quarter,  1963 


Course  No.  13: 
Principles  of  the 
Restored  Church 
at  Work 

Course  No.  15: 

Life  in 
Ancient  America 

Course  No.  19: 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 

Course  No.  21: 

Genealogical 

Research— A 

Practical  Mission 

Course  No.  23: 
Teaching 

the 
Gospel 

Course  No.  24: 

Parent  and 

Child 

Course  No.  27: 
Gospel  Living 
in  the  Home 

Course  No.  29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and  a  Wonder 

15,  16 

17,  18 

19,  20,  21,  22 

Genealogical 
Training— Adults 

Preservice 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family 

Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine 
Adults 

Gospel  Essentials- 
Adults 

Review 
(38) 

Nephi 
(37) 

The  Book  of 
Mormon- 
Modern 
Discoveries     (36) 

The  Electronic 
Computer 

(33) 

The  Calling 

of  the 

Teacher 

(1) 

Review 

Maturing  the 

Emotions 

(31) 

The  Millennial 

Reign 

(37) 

Detours 
(39) 

Samuel,  the 

Lamanite 

(38) 

Revelation 

(37) 

Getting  on 
with   the  Work 

(34) 

Personal   Supply 

of  Teaching 

Materials     (2) 

Tithing 
(36) 

Human 

Relationships 

(32) 

The  Sabbath 
Day 
(38) 

Testimony 
(40) 

Signs  of  the 

Saviour's  Birth 

and  Crucifixion 

(39) 

The  Dispersion 

and   Gathering 

of  Israel 

(38) 

Research  by 

First  and  Second 

Generation   in 

the    Church    (35) 

Gospel   Principles 
Are  Vital 
Truths     (3) 

Home 

Atmosphere 

(37) 

Review 

Predestination 

and 
Foreordination 

(39) 

Testimony 

(Continued) 

(41) 

Christ  among 

the  Nephites 

(40) 

Zion 
(38) 

Engaging  a 

Genealogist  to 

Make  Searches 

(36) 

Obedience 

Is  Learned 

(4) 

Recreation 
(38) 

Towards 
Spiritual 
Maturity 

(33) 

Health  and 

Happiness 

(40) 

Testimony 
(Continued) 

(42) 

Christ  among 

the  Nephites 

(Continued) 

(41) 

Christ's  Reign 
on  Earth 

(39) 

Assembling  and 

Examining 
Research  Notes 

(37) 

Teaching  Must 

Match   Learning 

(5) 

Review 

Free  Agency 

and   Choice 

(34) 

The  Way 

to  Health 

(41) 

Prayer 
(43) 

Christ  among 

the  Nephites 

(Continued) 

(42) 

The 

Resurrection 

(40) 

Assembling  and 

Examining 
Research  Notes 
(Continued)  (38) 

The   Place  of 

Memorizing  in 

Learning 

(6) 

Living   with 

Books 

(39) 

Tests  and 
Trials 

(35) 

The  Law  of 

Tithing 

(42) 

Prayer  and 

Testimony 

(44) 

Conclusion  of 

3  Nephi 

(43) 

Religious  Liberty 

and 

Toleration 

(41) 

Problems  in 

Assembling 

Family  Group 

Sheets   (39) 

Matching  Lessons 

to   Learners 

(7) 

Living   with 
Books 

(Continued) 

(40) 

Man:   Created 

and  Creator 

(36) 

By  Their  Fruits 
(43) 

Responsibility 
(45) 

Righteousness, 

Division,  and 

Degeneracy 

(44) 

Review 

Seeing  a  Job 

Through 

(40) 

A  Good   Lesson 
Presents 
One  Concept 
(8) 

The  Family 

Bgdget 

(41) 

Review 

Church  Welfare 
Plan 
(44) 

Review 

Mormon 
(45) 

Submission  to 

Secular 

Authority 

(42) 

Steps  in 
Correcting 
Records  of  Fam- 
ily Groups  (41) 

Teaching  about 

Religious 

Behavior 

(°) 

Discipline  as 

Responsible 

Behavior 

(42) 

Hidden 

Treasure 

(37) 

The  Place  of 

Music 

(45) 

Paying  the 
Bills 

(46) 

Moroni  Finished 

His  Father's 

Work 

(46) 

Practical 

Religion 

43) 

Preservation  of 

Research  Notes 

(42) 

Teaching  about 

Persons  and 

Their  Qualities 

(10) 

Discipline  as 

Responsible 

Behavior 

(Continued)    (43) 

Joy  Comes 

through 

Obedience 

(38) 

Persecution 
(46) 

Paying  the 

Bills 

(Continued) 

(47) 

Moroni  Discusses 

Principles  and 

Ordinances 

(47) 

Practical 

Religion 
(Continued) 

(44) 

All  Things  Are 

Possible  to  Him 

that  Believeth 

(43) 

Teaching  about 

Inner   Feelings 

of  People 

01) 

The  Family 

Time  Schedule 

(44) 

Priorities 
and  Emphases 
(39) 

Contributions 

of  Joseph  Smith 

(47) 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 

Lesson 

Review 

Teaching  about 

Objects  and 

Substances 

(12) 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

Christmas 
Lesson 

My  Brother's 

Keeper 

(48) 

Moroni's 

Farewell 

(48) 

Practical 
Religion 

(Continued) 

(45) 

Review 

Teaching  Ideas 

Involving  the 

Physical  World 

(13) 

Language 

Patterns 

Determined  in 

the  Home  (45) 

The  Personal 

Commitment 

(40) 

A  World 

Religion 

(48) 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  lesson  numbers. 
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A  Letter 
to  a  Future 
Missionary 

by  Helen  Lee  Goates* 

(Editor's  Note:  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee  of  The  Council 
of  the  Twelve  encourages  his  grandsons  to  begin  early  in 
making  financial  preparations  for  their  missions.  The  fol- 
lowing account  was  written  by  a  daughter  of  Elder  Lee.) 

The  following  is  a  letter  sent  to  our  oldest  boy, 
David,  by  his  grandfather  on  the  Christmas  after 
he  was  bom. 

My  Dear  Grandson:    , 

J  am  writing  this  to  you  even  though  you  will  not 
be  able  to  read  it  nor  to  understand  it  if  it  were  read 
to  you,  but  perhaps  your  mother  will  preserve  it  in 
some  safe  place  until  you  are  old  enough  to  read  and 
understand  its  meaning. 

I  have  always  longed  for  a  son  of  my  own;  but, 
for  some  reason  known  only  to  our  Heavenly  Father, 
I  was  not  permitted  to  have  any  sons.  My  yearning 
for  boys  in  the  family  apparently  must  be  satisfied 
by  grandsons,  of  whom  I  am  very  proud  and  happy. 
One  of  the  things  I  would  have  hoped  that  every  boy 
of  mine  would  do  would  be  to  fill  a  mission,  and 
even  in  your  first  year  I  think  it  is  not  too  soon  to 
be  thinking  of  that  time  and  planning  for  it.  To  be 
engaged  in  the  service  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  either 
here  at  home  or  in  the  mission  field,,  is  a  glorious 
prospect.  One  who  so  serves  is  filled  with  happiness 
and  joy,  arid  receives  compensation  far  above  the 
value  of  money. 

In  order  that  you  might  do  something  to  plan 
for  that  mission,  I  am  giving  you  a  little  bank  in 
which,  from  time  to  time,  I  would  hope  you  would 
deposit  your  pennies  and  nickels  and  dimes  and,  per- 
haps occasionally,  quarters  and  half  dollars.  When 
this  bank  is  full  it  cannot  be  opened  except  at  the 
Zion's  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  where  they  have  a  key  and  can  unlock  it 
only  upon  your  request.  In  order  that  you  might 
have  a  place  at  the  bank  to  deposit  the  money  from 
this  little  pocket  bank,  I  am  opening  a  missionary 
savings  account  in  your  name.  If  an  average  of  $5.00 
per  month  were  to  be  deposited  to  this  account  from 
now  on,  perhaps  smaller  amounts  than  that  now,  but 
in  larger  amounts  later,  for  the  next  20  years,  that 
would  be  sufficient  for  you  to  fill  a  two-year  mission 
and  be  able  to  pay  for  that  mission  at  the  rate  of 
$50.00  per  month.  This  is  your  grandfather's  Christ- 
mas present  to  you,  which  I  give  you  with  my  bless- 
ing and  as  a  suggested  goal  for  you  to  attain.  I  am 
sure  you  will  not  disappoint  me. 

Affectionately  your  grandfather,  Harold  B.  Lee. 

(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  August  25,  "We  Pay  Tithing";  for  Course 
7,  lesson  of  October  6,  "Making  the  Church  Grow  Stronger";  and 
for  parents  desiring  practical  ways  by  which  they  may  teach  and 
prepare  their  children  for  future  service  in  the   Church.) 


Following  this  example,  my  husband  and  I 
opened  an  account  for  each  of  our  other  four  children 
when  they  were  born,  so  that  they  are  all  following 
thjs  pattern.  They  each  have  a  bank;  and,  as  they 
are  given  the  pennies,  nickels,  and  dimes,  they  have 
earned  that  week  (we  usually  do  this  oh  our  Home 
Evening) ,  we  have  taught  them  to  first  take  out  the 
amount  they  owe  to  Heavenly  Father  (their  tithing, 
which  is  always  the  "shiniest  pennies")  and  then 
they  divide  the  remainder  equally  in  half.  The  one 
half  goes  into  their  banks  and  the  other  half  is  their 
spending  money. 

When  the  little  banks  are  full,  they  make  quite  a 
great  occasion  out  of  going  to  the  bank  in  town, 
watching  the  teller  count  their  money  and  total 
it  up  in  their  bank  books.  Our  two  oldest  boys,  now 
14  and  15^,  have  delighted  in  making  a  sort  of  com- 
petition out  of  seeing  which  one  can  add  the  most 
each  time.  I  believe  our  second  boy  is  now  a  little 
ahead  by  a  few  dollars.  We  nave  found  it  a  bit 
difficult  to  meet  the  suggested  $5.00  per  month 
for  each  child,  but  we  are  hopeful  that  this  is  some- 
thing they  can  do,  individually,  as  their  earning 
power  increases. 

I  am  sure  this  program  we  have  carried  out  with 
thd  children  has  made  them  all  very  much  "mission- 
ary minded."  I  do  not  believe  I  can  ever  remember 
a  prayer  that  any  of  them  ever  offered,  from  the 
time  they  were  tiny,  that  they  did  not  include,  "Help 
us  to  grow  up  to  be  fine  missionaries  and  go  preach 
the  Gospel  some  day."  Even  our  little  five-year-old 
boy,  when  repeating  his  prayers  at  three  years  of  age 
would  say,  without  being  prompted,  "I  go  on  a  mis- 
sion." We  have  only  one  little  girl,  now  nine;  but 
she,  too,  is  included  in  such  plans. 

I  have  one  very  fond  memory  already,  which  I 
am  sure  I  shall  remember  when  my  oldest  boy 
leaves  for  his  mission  and  we  shall  be  waving  goodby 
to  him.  One  rainy  afternoon,  when  he  and  his 
younger  brother  had  awakened  from  their  naps  and 
I  was  trying  to  finish  some  ironing,  David  got  their 
two  little  banks  off  the  shelf.  (He  called  them  their 
"preach- the-gospel  banks.")  And  soon  they  were 
marching  'round  and  'round  the  rooms,  swinging 
their  banks  by  their  handles.  Each  time  they  would 
pass  me  in  the  kitchen,  David  would  call  out,  "Bye, 
bye,  Mommie.     I  go  preach  the  Gospel  now." 

We  are  surely  grateful  for  the  foresight  of  a  lov- 
ing grandfather  in  setting  this  precedent  in  our  fam- 
ily, and  we  are  certain  it  will  pay  great  dividends 
in  spiritual  blessings  in  the  years  ahead. 


*  Sister  Goates  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee 
of  The  Council  of  the  Twelve.     She  is  the  wife  of  L.  Brent  Goates, 
administrator  at  the  LDS  Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah.     Sister 
Goates  and  her  husband  have  six  children. 
Library  Pile  Reference :  Missionaries — Mormon. 
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Latter-day  Saint  Temples 


Kirtland  Temple 

Erected  by  the  Saints  in  Ohio  during  times  of  in- 
tense persecution  and  poverty,  the  Kirtland  Temple 
— first  temple  structure  in  this  Dispensation — was 
built  in  compliance  with  divine  commandment.  The 
cornerstones  were  laid  July  23,  1833;  and  the  temple 
building  was  dedicated  March  27,  1836.  Some  of 
the  most  important  manifestations  given  in  this 
Dispensation  were  received  in  the  Kirtland  Temple. 
The  Saints  had  to  leave  their  properties  and  the 
Lord's  temple  to  escape  the  mobs  and  the  resultant 
dangers.  The  Reorganized  Church  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  temple  and  sought  to  restore  it  in 
1880.  Today  the  temple  is  owned  and  maintained 
by  the  Reorganized  Church. 

Nauvoo  Temple 

The  Prophet  was  martyred  before  the  temple  in 
Nauvoo,  Illinois  was  completed.  No  doubt  its  formal 
dedication  May  1,  1846,  and  the  laying  of  its  cap- 
stone on  May  24  of  the  year  before  recalled  to  the 
minds  of  many  at  what  great  cost  the  temple  had 
been  built,  in  suffering  and  in  human  life.  After 
violent  persecution  drove  the  Saints  from  Nauvoo 
and  from  His  temple,  the  Nauvoo  Temple  was  de- 
stroyed. Fire  was  set  to  it  on  November  10,  1848, 
Which  largely  destroyed  its  tower.  Then,  on  May 
27,  1850,  a  tornado  blew  down  the  north  wall.  Hard- 
ly a  trace  of  the  temple  can  be  found  today,  but 
at  some  future  date,  the  temple  may  be  restored  in 
part  and  kept  as  a  sacred  shrine  or  monument. 

St.  George  Temple 

While  workers  labored  on  the  Salt  Lake  Temple, 
its  granite  walls  rising  one  stone  block  at  a  time, 
President  Brigham  Young  and  other  Church  leaders 
laid  the  cornerstones  for  the  building  of  a  temple 
in  St.  George,  Utah.  Ground  was  broken  November 
9,  1871;  and  work  on  the  $500,000  building  then 
began  in  earnest.  Construction  work  progressed 
slowly  but  ever  forward,  and  it  was  far  enough  along 
to  have  some  parts  dedicated  on  January  1,  1877. 
The  entire  temple  was  dedicated  on  April  6,  1877, 
Elder  Daniel  H.  Wells  offering  the  dedicatory  prayer, 

Logan  Temple 

The  next  temple  to  be  built  in  the  "tops  of  the 
mountains"  was  the  Logan  Temple  in  Logan,  Cache 
County,  Utah.  The  Logan  Temple,  like  the  St. 
George  and  Manti  Temples,  was  begun  and  com- 


(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  August  18,  "Temples";  for  Course  13, 
lessons  of  September  1  and  8,  "Temples  and  Temple  Work";  and  for 
general  reading.) 


pleted  while  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  was  being  care- 
fully and  durably  constructed.  The  temple  site  was 
dedicated  May  18,  1877,  the  same  year  the  St. 
George  Temple  was  completed.  Excavation  began 
May  28  and  the  cornerstones  were  laid  September  17 
of  the  same  year.  The  temple  took  seven  years  in 
building  and  was  dedicated  May  17,  1884. 

Monti  Temple 

The  site  for  the  Manti  Temple,  on  the  eastern 
slope  of  a  hill  overlooking  the  town  of  Manti  and 
the  Sanpete  Valley  in  Utah,  was  dedicated  April 

25,  1877.  William  H.  Folsom  having  planned  its 
architectural  design,  the  temple's  cornerstones  were 
laid  on  April  14,  1879.  Amid  turmoil  created  by 
federal  intervention,  the  temple  was  dedicated  in 
1888.  It  was  first  dedicated  privately  on  May  17, 
and  then  a  public  dedicatory  service  was  held  on 
May  21. 

Salt  Lake  Temple 

President  Brigham  Young  selected  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple  site  on  July  28,  just  four  days  after  the 
Pioneers  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  Valley.  His  declara- 
tion, "Here  we  will  build  the  Temple  of  our  God," 
after  he  had  struck  the  point  of  his  cane  into  the 
ground,  marked  the  start  of  a  forty-year  project. 
Membership  of  the  Church  later  sustained  the  proj- 
ect, the  building  was  planned,  the  block  surveyed; 
and  on  April  6,  1853  the  cornerstones  were  laid. 
Grey  granite  rock  was  hauled  from  Little  Cotton- 
wood Canyon,  some  20  miles  southeast  of  the  temple 
site.  Forty  years  later,  April  6,  1893,  President  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff  offered  the  dedicatory  prayer. 

Hawaiian  Temple 

President  Heber  J.  Grant  offered  the  dedicatory 
prayer  on  November  27,  1919,  Thanksgiving  Day. 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith  and  party  visited  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  dedicated  a  site  at  Laie,  Oahu 
Island,  32  miles  north  of  Honolulu  on  June  1,  1915. 
The  temple,  built  at  a  cost  of  $265,000,  fulfilled 
what  Elder  George  Q.  Cannon — one  of  the  first  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Islands — had  prophesied. 

Alberta   Temple 

The  dedication  of  the  Alberta  Temple  on  August 

26,  1923,  fulfilled  prophecy  also.  One  of  the  early 
settlers  predicted  that  the  region  would  become  a 
Church  stronghold  and  someday  would  have  a 
temple.  Site  for  the  building  in  Cardston,  Alberta 
Province,  Canada,  had  been  dedicated  July  27,  1913. 
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Arizona  Temple 

Specially  set  aside  for  Lamanite  temple  work, 
the  Arizona  Temple  was  dedicated  by  President 
Heber  J.  Grant  on  October  23,  1927.  Site  of  the 
temple  was  an  estate  purchased  from  William  Kim- 
ball in  Mesa,  Maricopa  County,  Arizona.  The  land 
was  dedicated  November  28, 1921;  and  ground  break- 
ing took  place  April  25,  1923.  Construction  cost  was 
about  $300,000. 

Idaho  Falls  Temple 

Strong  Mormon  settlements  in  southeastern 
Idaho  possibly  prompted  the  building  of  a  temple 
in  Idaho  Falls,  Bonneville  County,  Idaho.  The 
temple,  located  on  the  banks  of  the  picturesque 
Snake  River,  was  dedicated  September  23,  1945,  by 
President  George  Albert  Smith.  The  building  was 
envisioned  as  early  as  March  of  1937.  Plans  were 
drawn  up  and  approved  by  the  fall  of  1939;  and, 
on  December  19,  1939,  ground  was  broken  and  ex- 
cavation begun. 

Swiss  Temple 

President  David  0.  McKay  visited  Bern,  Switzer- 
land in  June  and  July  of  1952  to  approve  a  site  for 
the  first  temple  in  Europe.  The  temple  was  to  be 
used  by  nine  missions  of  the  Church:  Swiss- Austrian, 
East  German,  West  German,  French,  Holland, 
Danish,  Swedish,  Norwegian,  and  Finnish.  Some 
difficulty  was  experienced  before  a  suitable  building 
site  could  be  found  and  purchased;  then  another 
year  passed  before  construction  got  under  way  on 
October  1,  1953.  President  Stephen  L  Richards  laid 
the  cornerstone,  and  Samuel  E.  Bringhurst  was  set 
apart  to  be  the  first  president  of  the  Swiss  Temple. 
The  temple  was  dedicated  September  7,  1958,  by 
President  David  O.  McKay. 

Los  Angeles  Temple 

Historical  developments  in  the  building  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Temple  were  reviewed  by  President 
David  0.  McKay  in  the  opening  session  of  the 
temple  dedication  March  11,  1956.  President  McKay 
told  how  President  Grant  had  proposed  purchasing 
a  24-acre  tract  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif,  for  a  temple 
site,  and  how  Elders  Howells  and  Richards  obtained 
the  property  in  legal  negotiations  in  one  month. 
The  Los  Angeles  Temple,  President  McKay  pointed 
out  to  those  assembled,  was  the  largest  temple,  had 
the  greatest  number  of  persons  attending  its  dedi- 
cation, and  received  the  largest  number  of  visitors 
— 662,401  persons.  Pledges  were  made  by  neighbor- 
ing stakes  and  construction  began  in   1952.    The 


structure  was  completed  in  1956,  less  than  four 
years  later,  at  a  cost  of  $6  million.  Church  members 
in  the  California  area  near  the  temple  site  raised 
$1,682,999.14,  eclipsing  by  $33,000  the  amount  that 
they  had  pledged  would  be  raised. 

New  Zealand  Temple 

Visiting  New  Zealand  in  April  of  1958,  President 
David  O.  McKay  dedicated  this  temple.  Its  site  is 
a  tract  located  in  the  rich  dairy  country  of  the  Wai- 
kato  River  Valley  at  Tuhikaramea  in  New  Zealand. 
Ground  was  broken  on  December  21,  1955;  and  Elder 
Hugh  B.  Brown,  then  one  of  the  newest  members  of 
The  Council  of  the  Twelve,  laid  the  cornerstone 
December  22,  1956.  It  was  dedicated  April  20, 
1958. 

London  Temple 

The  fourteenth  temple  to  be  dedicated  and 
second  in  Europe,  the  London  Temple  is  located  23 
miles  from  London  at  Newchapel  Farm,  Lingfield, 
Surrey  County,  England.  The  site  was  purchased 
in  1952  and  dedicated  the  following  year.  Ground 
was  broken  in  1955;  and,  on  May  11,  1957,  Elder 
Richard  L.  Evans  of  The  Council  of  the  Twelve,  laid 
the  cornerstones.  An  impressive  dedication  was  held 
September  7  and  9,  1958,  at  which  time  President 
David  0.  McKay,  accompanied  by  many  of  the 
General  Authorities,  dedicated  the  temple. 

Oakland  Temple 

When  the  Oakland  Temple  in  Northern  Cali- 
fornia is  completed  sometime  in  1964,  it  will  become 
the  fifteenth  temple  built  by  the  Church  and  the 
thirteenth  currently  in  operation.  Cooperating  with 
the  Church  Building  Committee  are  22  stakes  in 
the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  area  organized  into 
a  special  district,  the  Oakland  Temple  District. 
President  David  0.  McKay  visited  Oakland  in  1942 
to  inspect  the  present  site  and  recommend  its  pur- 
chase.45 Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  May 
26,  1962  for  the  $2,500,000  edifice.  The  cornerstone 
was  laid  by  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  on 
May  25,  1963. 
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Second   Class   Postage   Paid 
at  Salt   Lake   City,   Utah 


WITH  WINGS  OR  ON  FOOT 


JACOB  AND   RACHEL 


A  short  time  ago  I  called  at  the 
office  of  a  friend  who  is  president 
of  a  financial  institution  in  our 
city.  It  was  midmorning,  and  I 
found  furniture  in  his  office 
stacked  and  covered  with  canvas. 
The  gold-colored  carpet  was  soak- 
ing wet.  My  friend,  wearing  a 
heavy  sports  coat,  sat  chatting 
with  an  associate  in  the  lobby. 
There  were  no  lights. 

Sawdust  was  strewn  around  the 
floor.  The  telephones  were  not 
working.  There  was  no  heat  nor  air 
conditioning.  There  were  damp 
spots  in  the  ceiling.  Employes  were 
scurrying  about,  or  talking  in  small 
knots. 

The  night  before  there  had  been 
a  spectacular  fire  on  the  top  floor 
of  the  historic  downtown  building 
which  houses  the  business.  Fire- 
men's water  had  seeped  down  into 
the  floors  below.  My  friend's  place 
was  a  sorry  sight  that  morning. 

But  the  president  was  cheerful 
and  calm.  He  was  busy  making 
plans  to  replace  the  soaked  carpet, 
remove  water  stains,  and  get  the 
electricity  operating. 

It  was  not  long  before  business 
was  being  transacted. 

The  following  day,  I  broke  a 
large  circular  glass  covering  for  the 
lighting  fixture  in  our  dining  room 
while  trying  to  adjust  it.  My  first 
impulse  was  to  let  the  broken  light- 
ing fixture  go  for  a  few  days.  Then 
it  would  not  seem  so  suddenly  ex- 
pensive to  replace  the  glass. 

But  I  thought  of  my  friend  after 
the  fire.     He  had  wasted  no  time 


(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  November  10. 
"Tests  and  Trials";  for  Course  13,  lessons  of 
December  8  and  15,  "Paying  the  Bills";  and 
for  general  reading.) 


HE  TURNED  TO  TOIL,    NOT  TEARS 


by  harboring  his  misfortune.  I 
went  directly  to  the  electric  shop. 
The  mishap  would  soon  be  forgot- 
ten. 

An  old  proverb  says:  "Misfor- 
tunes come  on  wings  and  depart  on 
foot."1  Perhaps  most  of  our  misfor- 
tunes depart  on  foot  because  we 
harbor  them.  We  allow  them  to 
linger.  I  can  remember  broken 
windows  I  have  let  linger  even 
though  there  was  insurance  to 
cover.  There  were  dents  in  car 
fenders,  too;  and  untended  nicks 
in  the  furniture  and  spots  on 
the  rug.  As  I  have  let  them  linger, 
they  have  kept  reminding  me  of 
the  incidents  which  brought  them. 
The  misfortunes  have  departed  on 
a  heavy  foot. 

But  broken  windows  and  carpet 
spots  are  small  things.  There  are 
scars  of  larger  misfortunes — times 
we  were  passed  by  without  promo- 
tions, defeated  for  office,  disap- 
pointed in  love,  laid  low  by  poor 
health  or  injury,  crushed  by  a 
friend's  blow,  or  let  down  by  a 
kinsman's  folly.  It  is  so  easy  to 
harbor  setbacks  like  those,  to  let 
the  cracks  in  our  feelings  linger.  If 
we  let  them  remain  long  enough 
they  become  open  breaks.  And 
through  them  ill  winds  often  blow 
in  upon  our  souls. 

One  of  the  touching  love  stories 
of  the  scriptures  is  that  of  Jacob 
and  Rachel.  They  first  met  at  the 
well  of  Haran.  Rachel  was  tending 
her  father's  sheep.  Jacob  rolled  the 
stone  from  the  well's  mouth,  and 
watered  the  sheep.  Rachel  was  a 
beautiful  girl  and  of  Jacob's  peo- 

^ohn,  Henry  G.,  A  Hand-Book  of  Proverbs, 
1889  edition;  George  Bell  &  Sons,  London, 
England;  page  452. 


pie.  He  kissed  her  and  wept.  Then 
he  agreed  to  serve  Rachel's  father 
Laban  seven  years  for  her  hand. 
The  years  ".  .  .  seemed  unto  him 
but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had 
to  her."2 

Then  misfortune  struck  Jacob. 
For  his  seven  years'  toil'  Rachel's 
father  gave  Jacob  her  elder  sister 
Leah  instead  of  Rachel.  It  must 
have  been  a  jolting  blow  to  Jacob. 
It  could  have  driven  him  away  with 
bitterness  or  despair.  But  Genesis 
says  only  that  he  toiled  seven  more 
years  for  Laban. 

Jacob  no  doubt  found  that  after 
a  reverse  it  is  more  blessed  to  drip 
with  sweat  than  tears.  Work  for 
him  apparently  gave  wings  to  mis- 
fortune. In  the  end  he  won  Rachel; 
and  she  became  the  mother  of  Jo- 
seph, one  of  the  noblemen  of  all 
history. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  real  dis- 
aster in  any  of  our  lives.  To  all  of 
us  there  come  misfortunes.  They 
seem  disastrous  only  when  we  let 
them  linger  and  make  them  depart 
with  heavy  foot. 

That  was  what  my  business 
friend's  actions  told  me  that  morn- 
ing after  the  fire.  That  is  what 
Jacob's  toil  for  Laban  tells. 

With  love  in  his  heart,  forgive- 
ness in  his  soul,  and  sweat  on  his 
brow,  Jacob  apparently  gave  to  his 
misfortune  not  only  wings;  he  gave 
to  it  a  happy  ending. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


-Genesis  29:20. 
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